UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

P.O. Box 21668

Juneau, AK 99802-1668

December 3, 2025

Danielle Bennett
P.O. Box 231082
Anchorage, Alaska 99523

Dear Ms. Bennett:

We have received the Trawl EM Incentive Plan Agreement (TEM IPA) you submitted on December
1, 2025 under regulations at 50 CFR 679.57(b). This letter contains my determinations about the
application for approval of the TEM IPA submitted by the IPA Representative, Danielle Bennett.

A complete application for approval of the 2026 TEM IPA was received by the deadline of
December 1, 2025. This TEM IPA represents all catcher vessels in the Gulf of Alaska (GOA) that
have requested placement in the trawl EM category in 2026 and that have subsequently been
approved by NMFS, as specified at § 679.57(b)(6).

With respect to the proposed TEM IPA:

e The TEM IPA meets all submission requirements, as specified at § 679.57(d)(1).

e The TEM IPA contains incentive measures to discourage catcher vessels from harvesting
pollock in excess of 300,000 pounds during a fishing trip in the GOA through a performance
standard designed to curtail overages and monetary penalties for egregious overages. These
are identified in component 1 of the proposed IPA.

e The TEM IPA contains incentive measures to prevent catcher vessels from exceeding
established maximum retainable amounts (MRA) established in 679.21(e) by requiring vessels
to surrender the value of harvest in excess of the established MRAs. This is documented in
component 2 of the proposed IPA.

e The TEM IPA contains additional provisions that limit changes in fishing behavior. These
provisions include incentives to minimize catch of prohibited species and agreements to abide
by all Steller sea lion closure areas. These are identified in components 3 through 6 of the
proposed IPA.

Based on these findings, I approve the TEM IPA as submitted by the IPA Representative, Danielle
Bennet. This IPA is effective beginning on January 1, 2026, and will expire December 31, 2026.
We have assigned this TEM IPA the identification number "2026-1". A copy of this TEM IPA will
be posted on the NMFS Alaska Region website. If you have questions about the approval of the
TEM IPA, please contact Joel Kraski at 907-531-6646 or joel kraski@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

Jonathan M. Kurland
Regional Administrator
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