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| am a citizen who is concerned about our environmental protections. Especially in our current political
climate, with many protections being rolled back, holding tight to the regulations we do have feels dire. The
ecosystems in our oceans are both delicate and vital to our continuing survival. Have other solutions been
considered to clear wildlife from the required testing ground for the study? Could a net be put in at the
center of the study location and then extended out slowly to the needed radius for the study? This method
may not keep out all animals, but if it can limit the number of animals killed, | think the effort would be
worth it. Especially considering that a number of the animals at risk of being killed by the airguns required
for this study are endangered species. The nets would be most effective at keeping out larger animals,
which would help minimize the killing of various species of whales that are endangered species. This would
also help the proposed project comply with the endangered species act which requires that this project not
jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered or threatened species. There is significant reporting
required for any found injured or killed animals, which is likely to increase costs to the project. The savings
from not having to track and report the injured animals may cover or at least subsidize the cost of the net.
The current process of tracking the injured animals does not seem extensive enough to truly track what
damage has been caused. There may be internal damage that is caused that is not visible that causes the
animal to die prematurely. The disturbance may also cause psychological harm, the long term repercussions
of this don't seem to be known, or at least addressed. Could it lead to issues raising their young and leading
to even lower population amounts in the future? | understand that this is an important study, but with how
delicate our marine ecosystems are any disturbance should be mitigated whenever possible. Thank you for
your consideration. e
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