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Q&A with 2025 Alaska Sea Grant 
Fellow Devanie White

Photo Credit: Devanie White 

Devanie completed a year-long Sea Grant 
fellowship with the NOAA Fisheries Alaska 
Regional Office Sustainable Fisheries 
Division in September 2025. 

Who did you work with and what 
projects did you work on during your 
fellowship in Alaska?
During my time with the Sustainable 
Fisheries Division, I contributed to 
several key projects and initiatives: 1) 
assisted the Regional and Division Tribal 
Engagement Teams in developing 
communication tools and website updates; 2) presented a poster at the 
Alaska Marine Science Symposium focused on cultural values and project 
management; 3) led the Division Accomplishments infographic highlighting 
2024 accomplishments; and 4) gained proficiency in Marine Research 
Permitting, One Health concepts, InDesign, and the statistical computing 
software program R. Throughout this fellowship, I worked collaboratively 
with many colleagues across the division and programs, including the Tribal 
Relations and Communications Programs.

How did you become interested in Tribal Relations? 
My foundational perspective on human-environment relationships was 
shaped by my undergraduate education at University of Hawaii Mānoa. This 
worldview inspired me to pursue hands-on engagement through travel and 
work opportunities. I recognized the deep intersection between 
environmental issues and global social issues. I strongly believe that 
achieving sustainability requires addressing social problems, and my 
interest is further fueled by my passion for learning about diverse cultures 
through travel. My involvement began when my supervisor asked about my 
interests and provided a list of division needs, which included Tribal 
Relations support. Story continued on page 4
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February 2026 – Upcoming Council Actions
The Council and its advisory bodies will meet February 2 through 11, 2026 (see the calendars on 
pages 6 and 7). At this meeting, the Council is scheduled to take final action on Chum Salmon Bycatch 
and to recommend Gulf of Alaska Pacific cod and Cook Inlet salmon harvest specifications. The 
following topics are scheduled for review by the Council’s Scientific and Statistical Committee only:

• Alaska Fall 2026 Groundfish Stock Assessment Cycle planning
• Essential Fish Habitat five-year workplan review (from December 2025)
• Developing Alternative Harvest Control Rules progress reports

For updated information, please visit the Council meeting website to view the eAgenda as we get 
closer to the meeting dates.

For more information on how NOAA Fisheries works with the Council, visit: frequently asked 
questions and answers article.

NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region
Pre-Council Virtual Tribal Engagement Session

Tuesday, January 27, 10 a.m.–Noon
Open to the public

Meeting link: meet.google.com/zua-uhar-unm
Phone: (US)+1 561-614-0726, PIN: 615 342 932#

• Overview and Q&A for chum salmon bycatch in the Bering Sea pollock 
fishery and Cook Inlet salmon harvest specifications

• Participants are invited to provide feedback and share information 
with the agency on the above topics

NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region
Virtual Tribal Consultation Meeting

Monday, January 26, 1–4 p.m.
Open to Alaska Native Tribes, corporations, and 

Native consortia that represent Tribal governments
Meeting link: meet.google.com/vqd-qazo-sqo

Phone(US)+1 502-309-4387, PIN: 998 006 842#
• Government-to-government and government-to-corporation consultation on chum salmon 

bycatch management in the Bering Sea pollock fishery.
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/sustainable-fisheries/ak-fishery-facts-north-pacific-fishery-management-council
https://meet.google.com/zua-uhar-unm?hs=122&authuser=0
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Protected Resources Division 

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries

Reminders and updates on NMFS Alaska rulemaking:
Northern fur seal subsistence regulations: In 2022 and 2023, the Aleut 
Community of St. Paul Island (ACSPI), Traditional Council of St. George 
Island (TCSGI), and the Aleut Marine Mammal Commission (AMMC) 
petitioned NMFS to revise regulations governing the subsistence use of 
northern fur seals in Alaska (50 CFR 216.71-72). The purpose of this 
action is to respond to petitions from the AMMC, ACSPI, and TCSGI to 
further deregulate subsistence use of fur seals to improve traditional
Unangan food security and subsistence opportunities. A Notice of Receipt of Petition for Rulemaking 
was published on 11/09/2023 (88 FR 77245) soliciting public comment. NMFS is preparing a proposed 
rule and public comment period for publication in the Federal Register later this year.

Exception to Pribilof dog prohibition for rodent-detecting dogs: In June 2024, an invasive 
rat was reported on St. Paul Island, Pribilof Islands, threatening native species like the 
northern fur seal. Current regulations (50 CFR 216.82) prohibit dogs on the islands. In order to detect 
the rodent, the Aleut Community of St. Paul Island and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service requested 
NMFS approve a rat detection dog. NMFS proposes amending 50 CFR 216.82 to allow Pribilof Island 
landowners to use trained rodent detection dogs for up to 180 days. A proposed rule was published in 
the Federal Register on December 11, 2025 (90 FR 57442) and public comments were requested 
through January 12, 2026. Electronic copies of the proposed rule are available at 
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2025-0405-0001 or here.

NOAA Fisheries marine mammal strandings:
The Alaska Region Marine Mammal Stranding Network was established to respond to dead or 
live marine mammals, including distressed, entangled, injured, or sick sea lions, seals, and 
whales across Alaska. Through collaborative efforts with our stranding partners, various 
government and local entities, Stranding Agreement partners, and dedicated volunteers, we 
gather critical information on these stranded animals. Implementing local reporting and 
response mechanisms, such as necropsies and sampling, significantly enhances our 
understanding of individual, population, and overall ocean health.

NOAA Fisheries 
Alaska Statewide 
24-hour Stranding 
Hotline: 
(877) 925-7773

Find An Animal?
To report injured, entangled, or dead sea lions, seals or 
whales observed in the water or on the beach, please 
contact the NOAA Fisheries Stranding Hotline. Essential 
information to relay includes your name, phone number, 
the species, and the stranding location. Photographs 
from various angles are highly valuable. NMFS Stranding 
Team will return your call for additional information 
required. Please do not move or touch the animal. 
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/11/09/2023-24829/marine-mammals-subsistence-taking-of-northern-fur-seals-pribilof-and-aleutian-islands
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2025-0405-0001
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/11/2025-22542/pribilof-islands-administration-dogs-prohibited
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Feature Story Continued (from page 1)
Q&A with 2025 Alaska Sea Grant Fellow Devanie White
I welcomed the opportunity to contribute to this critical area 
while pursuing my interest in diverse cultures. I learned that 
strong tribal relations aid both federal and tribal government 
partners by ensuring federal actions are effective, culturally 
appropriate, and lead to shared goals, benefiting both tribal 
and non-tribal communities. 
As a Sea Grant Fellow in the Alaska Regional Office, I joined 
the Regional Tribal Engagement and Fisheries Tribal 
Engagement Teams to support Tribal Relations work. During 
my time with these teams, I recognized that many NOAA 
Fisheries staff may benefit from additional resources and 
skills in this area. To meet this need, the Regional Tribal 
Engagement Team launched an assignment that I helped 
develop: an internal Tribal Communications Fact Sheet for 
the Alaska Regional Office. This resource addressed common 
questions, including:

• How do I prepare for communications with a Tribe, 
Corporation, and/or Tribal organization?

• How do I build respect through cross-cultural verbal 
communication?

• What is the difference between Indigenous Knowledge 
and Western Science?

In addition, I was able to assist the Sustainable Fisheries 
Division and Tribal Relations program in updating the Alaska 
Regional Office external website: Tribal Consultations and 
Engagements in Alaska. I was able to provide a face-lift to the 
old website, creating a new introductory page and archival 
page that allows users to access resources more readily.

What drew you to apply for the Sea Grant Program? 
How do you see this helping you pursue or develop your 
career goals?
My primary motivation for applying was to gain professional 
development and acquire new skills. After graduating from 
the University of Sydney in August 2023, I sought 
opportunities to transition from roles primarily focused on 
working with children to positions in environmental science. I 
believe this program offers the ideal pathway for that 
transition. This program provided invaluable exposure to the 
environmental field, allowing me to gain hands-on experience 
and guidance on specific projects.

Aquaculture 
Program
Alaska Aquaculture Opportunity 
Areas (AOAs): NOAA Fisheries is in 
the third year of a multiyear planning 
process to identify AOAs in Alaska 
state waters. This process is designed 
to identify areas that may be 
environmentally, socially, and 
economically appropriate for seaweed 
and shellfish farming in Alaska.

During the public comment period, we 
received 39 comments (4 oral and 35 
written) on the draft marine spatial 
planning report, which included draft 
AOA options.

Next Steps:
• Peer review process and finalization 

the model results.
• Publication of the Alaska Atlas 

report, expected in February 2026.
• Workshops will be held in 

Anchorage, Juneau, and Kodiak in 
March and April 2026. Participants 
will: 
̶ Learn more about the AOA 

process
̶ Review and ask questions about 

the Alaska Atlas report
̶ Provide input on developing an 

Alaska aquaculture mapping and 
permitting tool

̶ More information and registration 
details can be found here.

Following the publication of the Atlas, 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
review process will begin, including 
opportunities for Tribal consultation.

Please check out the Alaska AOA
Frequently Asked Questions website
for updated information.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/consultations/tribal-consultations-and-engagements-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/aquaculture/identifying-aquaculture-opportunity-areas-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2025-05/AOA-PublicComments2-20250516-Transcript-akro.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2023-0113-0021/comment
https://web.cvent.com/event/c01522cb-b2ee-490e-ad89-f2b3eeab0af1/summary
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/insight/faqs-aquaculture-opportunity-areas-alaska
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Alaska Fisheries Science Center
Place-Based Science with a Purpose
Our approach is rooted in collaboration. We work side-by-side with local schools, organizations, and 
cultural leaders to create educational materials and programs that reflect the unique ecosystems and 
cultures of Alaska. From fisheries research to ecosystem and climate science that inform 
management, our programs are designed within a framework that values local and Indigenous 
Knowledge and real-world application. For example, the Laaqudax̂: Northern Fur 
Seal Curriculum increases understanding of northern fur seals and Unangax̂ culture
through adaptable lessons and activities for various grade levels, accessible even 
to teachers without prior background knowledge. Similarly, the Seaweed in the 
Classroom curriculum, a partnership between NOAA Fisheries researchers and 
both rural and urban Alaskan classrooms, engages students and communities in 
seaweed education and cultivation. Read More

Students from St. Paul School explored 
northern fur seal life history by creating a 
rookery timeline, one of the many activities 
from the Laaqudax:̂ Northern Fur Seal 
Curriculum. Students voted on when they 
thought adult males, adult females, and 
pups arrived and left the rookery. Students 
also learned about where northern fur seals 
go after they leave the rookery and 
participated in an estimation activity where 
they learned how scientists estimate fur 
seals numbers and calculate averages. 

These lessons were developed by 
NOAA Fisheries Alaska Fisheries 
Science Center and Thalassa 
Education, in partnership with the 
Pribilof School District, the Aleut 
Community of St. Paul Island Tribal 
Government, the NOAA Fisheries 
Alaska Regional Office, and the 
Central Bering Sea Fishermen’s 
Association. 

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries.
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/outreach-and-education/northern-fur-seal-curriculum
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/outreach-and-education/seaweed-classroom
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/science-blog/currents-and-connections-post-10
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January 2026 – Upcoming Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

February 
Council 
Meeting 
Public 
comment 
period 
opened 
December 
12, 2025

_ _ _ 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan 
Team Modeling 
Workshop

14 15
Bering Sea 
Aleutian 
Island Crab 
Team 
Meeting

16 17

18 19
Martin 
Luther King 
Holiday

20
8 am – 4 pm 
Groundfish 
Harvest Control 
Rule 
Development 
Workshop

21 22 23 24

25 26
1 pm–3 pm
Tribal 
Consultation 
on chum 
salmon 
bycatch in 
Bering Sea 
Fishery

27
10 am–12 pm 
Tribal 
Engagement
Session on 
chum salmon 
bycatch and 
Cook Inlet 
salmon harvest 
specs

28 29 30
Noon: 
February 
Council 
Meeting 
Public 
comment 
period 
closes

31

How to Make Public Comments:
You can submit comments for the 
February Council meeting here by 
clicking on the topic name and 
then selecting: 

6U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service

COMMENT NOW

Alaska Marine Science Symposium, Anchorage, Alaska

Annual Whaling Captains' Convention and 1st Triannual Meeting

Public comment open

Public comment open

Public comment open

Public comment open

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81175360494#success
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81175360494#success
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3115
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/bulletins/40129c0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/bulletins/40129c0
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/bulletins/40129c0
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://www.alaskamarinescience.org/
https://www.aewc-alaska.org/meetings
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February 2026 – Upcoming Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
8 am – 5 pm 
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting

3
8 am – 5 pm 
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting

4
8 am – 5 pm 
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting

5
8 am – 5 pm
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting
Council 
Meeting

6
8 am – 5 pm
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting
Council 
Meeting

7
8 am – 5 pm
Advisory 
Panel 
Meeting
Council 
Meeting

8
8 am – 5 pm
Council 
Meeting

9
8 am – 5 pm
Council 
Meeting

10
8 am – 5 pm
Council 
Meeting

11
8 am – 5 pm 
Council 
Meeting

12 13 14
Valentine’s 
Day

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Sea Grant Business of Fishing Virtual Workshop

Council 
Meeting 
Location: 
Eagan 
Center, 
Anchorage 
Alaska

FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING QUICK LINKS:

Council 
Meeting

Feb 5-11, 2026
Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

Advisory Panel
(AP)

February 2-7, 2026
Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC)
February 2-4, 2026

Agenda >
Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3117
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3117
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3117
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/business-of-fishing-february-2026/
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81451130091
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3116
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88671612019
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcphotosandyoutube5431/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcphotosandyoutube5431/streams
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3117
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81528057277
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams


          

Subscribe for NOAA 
GovDelivery
email updates here

Tribal Liaison 
Contacts

Amilee Wilson
Alaska Regional Office
Amilee is available to assist 
Tribal governments and 
Native communities in 
securing and organizing 
meaningful consultation 
and engagement. Amilee is 
also available for newsletter 
feedback and questions, 
and to connect you with 
federal leadership.

Mobile: 907-723-7099 | Fax: 907- 586-7249 
amilee.wilson@noaa.gov or 

akr-tribal.engagement-team@noaa.gov

Alaska Tribal Consultation 
Request Form

Kate Haapala
North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council
Kate is the Rural Fishing 
Community and Tribal Liaison 
for the North Pacific Fishery 
Management Council. She can 
assist with any Tribal-related 
questions regarding Council 
actions and processes. 
907-271-2809 | khaapala@npfmc.org

NPFMC General 
Inquiries Form 

Restricted Access
Management Division 

Tribal and Rural Community 
Subsistence Flyers:
NOAA Fisheries Restricted Access Management 
Division is pleased to announce new outreach 
materials for the Subsistence Halibut 
Registration Certificate (SHARC) and Special 
Permits Program. These federal permits are 
currently available to eligible rural and native 
communities. Find more information in these 
fact sheets:

• Alaska’s Subsistence 
Halibut Permit Program

• Alaska’s Subsistence 
Halibut Special Permits Program

Photo credit: Amilee Wilson

Sea Grant Education Opportunities

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries

February 23 - 27, 2026
5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. AKST
Business of Fishing
Virtual Workshop via Zoom
Alaska Sea Grant’s Business of Fishing workshop 
is a three session online workshop offering 
commercial fishing business training to coastal 
communities around the state. Register here. 

SAVE THE DATE! March 10 – 12, 2026
2026 Mariculture Conference of Alaska
The Mariculture Conference of Alaska is an opportunity to 
engage with members of the mariculture industry, hear 
from experts and connect with farmers, processors, 
researchers, community leaders and other professionals. 

Register here.

Do you want to keep up
on the latest news from the

NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region?
Follow us:

NOAAFisheriesAK @noaafisheriesalaska NOAAFisheriesAK

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/subscriber/new
mailto:amilee.wilson@noaa.gov
mailto:akr-tribal.engagement-team@noaa.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
https://www.regulations.gov/search?filter=NOAA-NMFS-2023-0113
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2026-01/Alaska-Subsistence-Halibut-Permit-Program_01.22.2026_508.pdf
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2026-01/Fact-Sheet_Alaska-Subsistence-Halibut-Special-Permit-Program_01.22.2026_508.pdf
https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/business-of-fishing-february-2026/
https://seagrant.uaf.edu/events/ssl/register.php?id=576
https://alaskaseagrant.org/events/2026-mariculture-conference-of-alaska/
https://seagrant.uaf.edu/events/ssl/register.php?id=575
http://facebook.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
https://www.instagram.com/noaafisheriesalaska/
http://twitter.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
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