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STATE OF ALASKA

March 20, 2026

The Honorable Howard Lutnick
Secretary

United States Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Lutnick,

In accordance with Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSA), I am writing to request determination of a fishery resource disaster for the 2025 Upper
Cook Inlet East Side Setnet salmon fishery.

Based on available information, salmon harvesting opportunities in the East Side Setnet fishery
continued to be restricted in 2025 for sockeye salmon due to conservation concerns for Kenai River
Chinook salmon. This request is similar to those approved for the 2018, 2020, 2021, 2022, and 2023
East Side Setnet fishery. The preliminary exvessel value of the 2025 East Side Setnet fishery is $1.67
million, 82 percent below the recent five-year average excluding years when a fishery disaster
occurred (Table 1) which meets the criteria for a fishery resource disaster determination.

Table 1. East Side Setnet salmon harvest in pounds and exvessel value, 2014 —
2025. The 2025 data are preliminary. Final 2025 exvessel and wholesale value
information will be available in September 2026.

Pounds Exvessel value

Year Sockeye All salmon Sockeye All salmon

2014 4,025,489 4,913,695 $8,417,299 $8,808,174
2015 7,536,917 7,856,735 $11,289,495 $11,791,190
2016 5,686,207 6,428,782 $8,523,204  $9,116,139
2017 4,668,980 5,193,883 $8,610,373  $9,342,649
2018 - Disaster 1,386,227 1,535,488 $2,943,459 $3,116,154
2019 4,260,698 4,429,643 $8,213,954  $8,400,883
2020 - Disaster 1,401,151 1,453,687 $2,220,475  $2,272,317
2021 - Disaster 1,941,242 1,977,837 $3,713,902  $3,774,570
2022 - Disaster 505,247 509,745 $948,177 $961,722
2023 - Disaster 0 - $0 $0
2024 - pending disaster 250,155 252,605 $375,184 $375,818
2025%* 961,033 972,608 81,662,587 $1,671,590
5-year avg, 5,235,658 5,764,548 $9,010,865 $9,491,807
2025 vs 5-yr avg -82% -83% -82% -82%
Revenue Loss $7.348,278 $7.820,216

*Preliminary price per pound: sockeye $1.73, Chinook $3.92, chum $0.38, coho $0.77, and pink $0.35.



The Honorable Howard Lutnick
March 20, 2026
Page 2 of 2

In 2025, an estimated 86 percent of the permit holders who hold an Upper Cook Inlet set gillnet
permit were Alaska residents and 80 percent of those residents have addresses in the Kenai Peninsula
Borough. Low levels of salmon harvest in 2025 from the East Side Setnet commercial salmon fishery
resulted in severe impacts for permit holders, crew, processing companies, and communities that
participate in the fishery.

[ appreciate your consideration of this request and have asked the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to provide the National Marine Fisheries Service and your office with any additional
information needed to make a fishery disaster determination.

Sincerely,

-

Mike Dunleavy
Governor

cc:  The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate
The Honorable Dan Sullivan, United States Senate
The Honorable Nicholas Begich, Unites States House of Representatives
The Honorable Doug Vincent-Lang, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish and Game



