
       March 2026 

Community Questions for 2027 
Management Track Assessments 

The Northeast Fisheries Science Center invites input from industry and external experts that could help inform the 2027 
Management Track assessments. Our partners can help by identifying new data sources, providing on-the-water 
observations, and flagging emerging issues important to consider during the Management Track assessment process. 
The information provided during this process can help our assessment scientists interpret assessment data inputs, 
resolve existing assessment uncertainties, and provide context for Management Track results. 

We welcome input via the March 18, 2026 virtual public meeting and/or an online form open through April 30, 2026. 
Please refer to the stock specific community questions below to understand the information that will be most helpful to 
the 2027 Management Track assessments. 

Atlantic Mackerel 
1. During the last few years, fishermen have reported increases in mackerel; when did you start to see this

increase?
This can help us interpret model results.

2. Have you observed increases across all fish sizes, or specific sizes of individuals (e.g. small, large)?
This can help us understand what might be influencing changes (e.g., differences in productivity or
availability).

3. Have cold conditions over the last few years impacted where or when you have encountered mackerel?
This can help us understand potential shifts in spatial distribution and seasonal timing, and better interpret
survey results.

4. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share?

Bluefish 
1. Do you think current recreational effort estimates accurately capture private boat and shore modes?
2. Are recreational discard rates consistent with what you see on the water?
3. What do you think might be driving the episodic appearance of large bluefish inshore in some years?

This can help us understand if there are any changes in the distribution of large bluefish.
4. Could commercial and recreational gears be selectively removing different size classes?

This can help us understand if the bi-modal length distribution we see in some years is driven by fishery
selectivity.

5. Are you seeing consistent juvenile pulses in estuaries before they appear in surveys?
This can help us understand potential changes in seasonal migration timing patterns.

6. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share?

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/event/management-track-community-input?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://forms.gle/1NoNVwanZpYyoeNz6
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Black Sea Bass 
1. Have you seen changes in abundance of smaller fish in the last five years? If so, did it seem like these 

changes were consistent in following years as fish grew and aged? 
This can help us understand how well the models are capturing mortality and movement. 

2. Have you seen a difference in the amount of black sea bass you see north of Cape Cod, and especially 
evidence of spawning there (i.e., ripe and running fish)? 
This can help us better understand distribution and dynamics of the stock in the Gulf of Maine 

3. Are there major changes that have impacted how you are fishing for black sea bass in 2025-2026? 
This can help us understand any changes we may see in commercial data. 

4. For commercial fishermen, have you switched from fishing other species to fishing black sea bass in the 
last decade or so? If so, why? 
This can help us understand the demand and interest in black sea bass, and better interpret commercial 
catch data.  

5. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 

Scup 
1. Do you think that the largest scup are caught in the recreational or commercial fisheries? 

This can help us better understand the population's relative vulnerability by size (i.e., selectivity), which is a 
function of both physical gear characteristics and the population.  

2. Have you noticed differences in the timing of scup seasonal migrations either on a decadal scale or year-
to-year? 

3. Do you think headboats encounter a similar mix of sizes during fishing relative to the rest of the 
recreational fleet? 

4. Are there specific times over the last few decades where you think that selectivity changed considerably 
over a short time period in either the recreational or commercial fisheries? 
This can help us understand if changes in gear preferences, regulations, fishing patterns, etc. should be 
considered in our models.  

5. In what habitats (e.g., depth, bottom type, temperature, etc.) do you find scup throughout the year? Have 
those habitats remained consistent over time? 

6. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 

Summer Flounder 
1. Have you noticed differences in the timing of fluke seasonal migrations either on a decadal scale or year-

to-year? 
2. Do you think headboats encounter a similar mix of sizes during fishing activities relative to the rest of the 

recreational fleet? 
3. Are there specific times over the last few decades where you think that selectivity changed considerably 

over a short time period in either the recreational or commercial fisheries? 
This can help us understand if changes in gear preferences, regulations, fishing patterns, etc. should be 
considered in our models.  

4. Have you seen any notable patterns in the number of younger fish over the past few decades? If so, why 
do you think these patterns might be happening? 

5. Have you seen changes in where you’re catching (or not catching) fluke? 
This can help us better understand potential changes in spatial distribution of the stock. 

6. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 
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Figure 1. Map of the four Atlantic cod stock areas with statistical areas. Western Gulf of Maine (WGOM, blue), Georges Bank (GBK, 
green), Eastern Gulf of Maine (EGOM, purple), Southern New England (SNE, yellow). Please note that the footprint of the biological stock 
areas differ from the managed GBK and GOM footprints. 

 

Georges Bank Atlantic Cod 
1. Have you seen changes in recreational fishing effort/distribution?  

There is currently no recreational data in the assessment model since the stock is offshore with low 
recreational effort recently, but responses help us monitor for changes that may require us to revisit this 
assumption. 

2. How frequently do you fish only on Georges Bank (e.g., often, sometimes, never)?  
Port sampling that informs commercial age composition focuses on trips that fish in a single stock area; 
responses help us understand the level of uncertainty in port sampling data. 

3. Have you seen changes in the availability of big or small fish?   
We are particularly interested in trends over the last 5 years when data on commercial age composition 
has been more sparse. 

4. Have you seen changes in the timing when cod are most available/abundant, or changes in 
location/depth?  
This can help us understand how seasonal movements impact our data and identify regions/seasons where 
increased monitoring may improve our model assumptions. 

5. Are there major changes that have impacted how you are fishing for Georges Bank cod in 2024-2025?  
This can help us understand any changes we may see in commercial data. 

6. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 
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Eastern Gulf of Maine Atlantic Cod 
1. How often do you fish solely in the EGOM stock unit, vs. fishing in the EGOM on the same trip that you 

also fish in the WGOM stock unit?  
Commercial age composition data is obtained through port sampling, but is most reliable and has minimal 
uncertainty when all fishing occurs in a single stock area. Responses help us better understand uncertainty. 

2. Have you seen changes in the availability of big or small fish? 
We are particularly interested in trends over the last 5-10 years when data on commercial age composition 
has been sparser. 

3. Have you seen changes in the depths or bottom type where you most often see cod?  
 This can help us understand and interpret abundance indices from different surveys. 
4. Are there any other differences you have noticed about when and where you see cod now vs. in the past 

(e.g., different times of the year, distance offshore, up or down the coast, temperatures)?  
This can help us better understand cod movements through space and over time to potentially aid in 
determination of environmental drivers and overall improved model assumptions.  

5. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 

Western Gulf of Maine Atlantic Cod 
1. Please describe any seasonal changes in cod condition (weight-at-length) that you observe throughout the 

year. Are there any locations that consistently have high or low conditions? Have you noticed any long-
term changes in condition? 

2. To what extent do you believe harvesting of cod prey has affected cod productivity? 
3. Are there any effects of fishing that may be impacting cod productivity that are not typically discussed? 
4. Have you seen any effects of the cool conditions this winter on cod distribution and behavior? 
5. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 

Southern New England Atlantic Cod 
1. What do you think affects where and when you catch cod?  

This can help us determine what explanatory variables should be explored in catch per unit effort (CPUE) 
analyses. 

2. What species do you most commonly catch with cod?  
This can help us identify trips that targeted but did not catch cod, which is also helpful for CPUE analyses. 

3. Have you noticed any changes in the size of the cod you catch?  
This can help us understand if changes in growth or maturity are occurring. 

4. Have there been any substantial ecological changes you have noticed?  
This can help us determine if current conditions are different from historical conditions. 

5. Are there any other recent interesting observations that you would like to share? 
 

Thank you for contributing your time and knowledge to the Management Track process. We appreciate you keeping 
comments civil, constructive, and collaborative to help our scientists better understand what is happening on the water 
and improve the science. Every submission is valued and will be reviewed for applicability and feasibility of inclusion in 
the 2027 Management Track assessments. Where possible, this input will be used to help guide development of 
Management Track assessments. Not all observations can be incorporated due to time and resource constraints, but 
some may contribute to supporting future improvements in Management Track assessments. 
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Questions? 
We want to make this process accessible and easy to complete. Please reach out to our Assessment Process Lead 
(brian.hooper@noaa.gov), with questions about the meeting and form, or with suggestions on how to improve the way 
we collect community input on Management Track assessments. 
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