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1 INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

1.1 Applicant Information 

Furie Operating Alaska, LLC 

433 West 9th Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Primary Contact: Mark Slaughter, Chief Commercial Officer 

Phone: (907) 277-3726 

Email: m.slaughter@furiealaska.com 

Furie Operating Alaska, LLC (Furie) respectfully requests a renewal of authorization from the National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS), Office of Protected Resources (OPR), Permits and Conservation Division, to incidentally 

take small numbers of marine mammals under Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) 

during rig-moving activities in Cook Inlet, Alaska, during the 2026–2027 open-water seasons. The proposed action 

requires an Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) for Level B behavioral disturbance, consistent with prior 

analyses and monitoring outcomes. 

Furie seeks renewal of authorization for activities that have the potential to result in Level B harassment of marine 

mammals under the MMPA. The activities include towing of the Rig 151 jack-up rig (referred to in previous 

documents as the Enterprise 151 or Spartan 151) with ocean-going tugs. The Rig 151 is currently owned and 

operated by Hilcorp Jack-up Rig Company, LLC (Hilcorp). Furie has contracted with Hilcorp to use Rig 151 when it is 

available. 

1.2 Regulatory Background 

Activities that may result in the incidental harassment of marine mammals require authorization under the MMPA 

and consultation with NMFS Alaska Region under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) §7(a)(2). Additionally, Furie’s 

operations require a Section 10 Rivers and Harbors Act authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for 

placement/operation of a mobile offshore drilling unit at the Allegra Leigh Platform (ALP, formerly the Julius R. 

Platform). 

Because Furie’s rig-moving operations generate underwater noise exceeding the Level B take threshold, incidental 

take authorization is required. This is consistent with Furie’s previous IHAs and the court ruling in Cook Inletkeeper 

v. Raimondo (2021), which held that towing of jack-up rigs with multiple ocean-going tugs must be included in 

MMPA take analyses. 

NMFS recently implemented an expedited renewal process for projects already covered by an IHA that are relatively 

low-impact and have little to no uncertainty about the activity's impacts on marine mammals, including the type 

and amount of expected take (NMFS 2022). The rig moves proposed by Furie are identical to a subset of the 

activities covered by the current IHA, which expires on September 12, 2026. Additionally, because they produce 

underwater noise levels similar to barging and shipping operations that occur regularly in Cook Inlet without 

incidental take authorization, the impacts on marine mammals in the region will remain low. The amount of take 
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for the rig moves is also expected to remain the same. For these reasons, Furie is requesting reauthorization under 

the expedited renewal process recently implemented by NMFS.  

During the rig tows covered under the previous and current IHA periods, Furie placed protected species observers 

(PSOs) on the rig and platform before, during, and after each rig move, in accordance with the monitoring 

requirements. The PSOs observed no marine mammals during monitoring of the covered project activities. The 

monitoring reports authored by the contracted PSO provider have been submitted to and received by NMFS.  

The previous IHA also covered installing well conductors using an impact pile-driving hammer within the monopod 

leg of the ALP. The conductor installations have been completed, and the takes associated with the activity are no 

longer requested. Removing these activities from the renewal request will remove the risk of Level A take and 

slightly lower the probability of Level B takes. The distances, potential origin locations, and potential destination 

locations for towing and positioning of the jackup rig will be identical to those described in Furie’s previous 

application. 

1.3 Overview of Requested Authorization 

As in the previous IHA application, Furie may initiate a rig tow from several locations, including the Rig Tenders Dock 

in Nikiski, Alaska, or from one of Hilcorp’s platforms or well locations. Similarly, it is not known where the rig will be 

towed after drilling at the ALP is completed.  

The ALP is centrally located relative to Hilcorp’s lease areas, platforms, and potential well locations:  

• It is approximately 8 miles (13 kilometers [km]) southwest of the North Cook Inlet Unit containing the 

Tyonek Platform   

• It is east of the Granite Point Unit, which contains the Bruce, Anna, and Granite Point platforms.  

• It is northeast of the North Trading Bay, Trading Bay, and Middle Ground Shoal units, which contain the 

Spark, Spurr, Monopod, King Salmon, Grayling, Steelhead, Dolly Varden, Baker, Platform A, Platform C, and 

Dillon platforms.  

• It is between 5.9 miles (9.6 km) and 18.4 miles (29.5 km) from Hilcorp’s platforms, with an average of 13.4 

miles (21.6 km).   

• The towing route from the Rig Tenders Dock to the ALP is approximately 22 miles (35 km), including an 

expected diversion to hold for favorable tides near the Offshore Systems, Kenai dock.  

In the previous IHA application, Furie assumed the maximum tow distance of approximately 35 km for all rig moves 

and used this conservative estimate to calculate the number of potential Level B takes. Of the three rig tows 

conducted under Furie’s previous and current authorizations, two were between Rig Tenders and the ALP 

(approximately 35 km), and one was from the Tyonek Platform to the ALP (approximately 16 km). A fourth tow also 

occurred in June 2025, but it was conducted under Hilcorp’s IHA because they assumed operatorship of the rig once 

it left the ALP. Therefore, one or both rig moves under this request may be shorter than the maximum distance or 

will be operated by Hilcorp instead of Furie. A rig move from Hilcorp’s Tyonek Platform to the ALP is likely to occur 

in July or August 2026, under Furie’s current IHA, before it expires in September 2026. 

Furie expects two rig moves to be conducted during the requested renewal period, between September 13, 2026, 

and September 12, 2027. The first is expected in late fall 2026 (October or November). The second is anticipated 

during the early to middle part of the 2027 open-water season, depending on rig availability. 



 

Incidental Harassment Authorization Renewal Request 

Furie Operating Alaska - Natural Gas Production Drilling  3 

In addition to the towing events, rig positioning with four tugs for 1 to 2 hours is expected under the requested 

renewal period. As with the previous application, only one positioning event is typically needed when the rig arrives 

at the ALP. However, more than one attempt may be needed if unfavorable currents or winds are present during 

the first attempt. Of the two drilling events that have occurred under Furie’s current and previous IHA, both 

positionings were successful on the first attempt. 

Furie plans to drill up to three new wells in 2026 and up to three new wells in 2027 within the conductors already 

installed under the current authorization. No additional well conductors are planned to be installed at the ALP 

during the requested coverage period. During drilling, noise will be generated in water and in the air by drilling 

equipment, helicopters, and offshore supply vessels. These activities were evaluated in the previous application, 

and none were expected to cause Level A or Level B take. No take is requested for these activities in this renewal 

period. 

1.4 Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting 

Furie proposed mitigation measures, monitoring, and reporting requirements in the previous application. NMFS 

incorporated these and others into the IHA issued under the MMPA and the Biological Opinion (BiOp, AKRO-2023-

03569) issued under the ESA for the project (NMFS, 2024b, and 2024a). Furie implemented the mitigation and 

monitoring program required by the IHA and BiOp and provided the requisite monthly and final reports to NMFS. 

Furie will continue to follow the requirements when moving and positioning the Rig 151 if a renewal is granted. 

1.5 Subsistence Stakeholders 

Furie completed a stakeholder engagement plan (SEP) in support of the previous IHA application to coordinate with 

local Tribes, notify subsistence communities of planned activities and any changes in operations, and take action to 

avoid or mitigate impacts on subsistence harvests. Prior to beginning work in 2024, Furie’s principals met with a 

senior manager at the Tyonek Native Corporation to discuss the drilling program. Additionally, before each rig move 

and conductor installation event, Furie contacted regional village councils and tribal corporations to alert them of 

upcoming operations that may impact subsistence activities. Furie received email confirmations of receipt of the 

SEP and the operations notification from the Tyonek Native Corporation. No concerns were raised in the responses. 

Furie will continue to follow the SEP, provide notifications before future rig moves, and work with tribal groups if 

impacts to subsistence activities are identified. 

2 RECENT MONITORING RESULTS 

The activities described above have been conducted multiple times in recent years under NMFS authorizations, 

providing a robust empirical and monitoring record to support this renewal request. During the three rig moves and 

two positioning events, two PSOs observed from the port and starboard sides of the jack-up rig. During the two 

positioning events, one PSO monitored from the ALP platform before the rig arrived, throughout the positioning, 

and for an additional half hour after the rig was pinned to the seafloor and the tugs departed. In addition to the 

PSOs on the rig and platform, the vessel captains and crew were also instructed to report any marine mammal 

sightings. One PSO was also stationed on the ALP during conductor driving in June 2025 and October 2025. The total 

monitoring time recorded for these events was 123 hours and 1 minute. The PSOs recorded no marine mammals 

during these events. Two opportunistic sightings of belugas were reported outside of regular monitoring, including: 

1) a single beluga observed from a helicopter near the shoreline, approximately 12 miles from the ALP, one day 
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before a rig move in April 2025; and 2) a group of six belugas near the ALP and jack-up rig a day after it was pinned 

on location at the ALP. 

Several factors determined when the rig could be moved away from the platform and when it could be positioned 

precisely at the ALP. For example, tie-up and positioning events had to occur at slack tides, when the currents were 

slow enough to move the rig away or position it safely at the platforms. The tugs were also typically stationed at 

the Don Young Port of Alaska (POA) in Anchorage to dock and undock the large container ships that frequent the 

port. Their availability for rig moves was limited to times when they were not needed at the POA. The narrow 

windows of opportunity meant that some portions of the rig moves and positioning events had to be conducted at 

night or during twilight when visibility was limited. The PSOs used night-vision devices to monitor to the greatest 

extent possible during these periods. Approximately 25 hours of the total monitoring time were spent in low-light 

conditions.  

The PSOs recorded 325 visibility records throughout the monitoring periods. The visibility conditions were moderate 

to good with greater than 10,000 meters 9 percent (%) of the time, between 1,500 meters and 10,000 meters of 

visibility 39% of the time, between 500 and 1,500 meters 38% of the time, and less than 500 meters 14% of the 

time (which included periods of darkness, twilight, rain, and fog). Although conditions prevented effective 

monitoring at times, most or all of the vessel mitigation zones were visible in the majority of observations. 

Furie was authorized to incidentally take 12 species of marine mammals, including 176 harbor seals, 11 beluga 

whales, 12 harbor porpoises, 10 killer whales, and smaller numbers of other species. During three rig moves, two 

positioning events, and two conductor installation periods, no marine mammals were observed by the PSOs. Several 

of the species for which take was authorized are uncommon or rare in the middle to upper part of Cook Inlet and 

were unlikely to be observed. Harbor seals, while relatively abundant in Cook Inlet, are more common in the lower 

regions and typically remain close to anadromous fish-bearing streams in the summer and fall when foraging in the 

upper regions. The density of belugas is higher in the middle and upper portions of Cook Inlet relative to the lower 

region; however, they also have an affinity for shallower waters near anadromous fish-bearing streams. The ALP is 

located approximately equidistant between the eastern and western shorelines of Cook Inlet, in relatively deep 

water (approximately 100 feet). Except for approaching and leaving the Rig Tenders Dock, the rig was primarily 

towed along routes in the offshore portion of the inlet, in deeper water.  

Sighting conditions were not optimal for portions of the monitoring; however, the monitoring results suggest that 

the densities used to calculate take numbers overestimated abundance along the tow routes and at the ALP. The 

monitoring results also indicate that the impacts were not greater than previously analyzed or authorized, and 

suggest that they will remain low if additional rig moves are conducted under a renewal of authorization. 

3 TYPE AND AMOUNT OF TAKE REQUESTED 

Under the MMPA, “Take” means to harass, hunt, capture, kill, or attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill any marine 

mammal. “Harassment” is statutorily defined as any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance which: A) has the 

potential to injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild (Level A Harassment), or B) has the 

potential to disturb a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild by disrupting behavioral patterns, 

including, but not limited to, migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or sheltering but which does not have 

the potential to injure a marine mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild (Level B Harassment). Furie requests 

authorization for Level B take, incidental to the activities described within. Authorization for Level A take is not 

sought in this renewal request. 
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3.1 Level A and Level B Zones 

The analysis used to estimate the ensonified area of the Level A and Level B zones for rig moves in Furie’s previous 

IHA application (61 North Environmental, 2023) remains applicable for the requested takes in this renewal. The 

Level A zones for each marine mammal functional hearing group were calculated for towing the rig with three tugs 

and positioning it with four tugs. The Level A zones for each of these activities were small, and the probability of a 

Level A take resulting from exposure to tug noise was low. No Level A take was requested for the rig move and 

positioning activities in the previous application, and none are requested in this renewal request. 

The route to tow the Rig 151 from the Rig Tenders Dock to the ALP or vice versa is approximately 35 km in each 

direction. The Level B radius from three tugs towing the rig is 3,850 meters. The area of the Level B zone, when 

applied over the 35-km tow distance, is 316.1 square kilometers (km2). During rig positioning, a fourth tug may be 

used for up to an hour. The Level B radius for four tugs is 4,483 meters, and the ensonified area is 63.1 km2.  

3.2 Marine Mammal Densities 

Just prior to Furie’s last IHA application, Hilcorp applied for incidental take under the MMPA for rig moves between 

their lease areas, platforms, well locations, and the Rig Tender’s dock, as well as other activities. Because Furie’s 

operations used the same rig and tugs and were conducted within the same region containing oil and gas leases 

and platforms, Furie replicated the marine mammal densities used by Hilcorp and approved by NMFS as the best 

available data (Weston & SLR, 2022). Except for belugas, Hilcorp developed species densities by compiling aerial 

survey data of Cook Inlet published by the Marine Mammal Laboratory (MML), part of the NMFS Alaska Fisheries 

Science Center. For beluga density, Hilcorp used a habitat-based model developed by Goetz et al. (2012). Although 

based on the MML aerial survey data, the Goetz model is a spatial prediction of beluga density throughout Cook 

Inlet. Because areas like Trading Bay are predicted to have higher beluga density than areas offshore, separate 

densities were applied for different regions of activity. For activities in the North Cook Inlet (NCI) lease unit, a density 

of 0.001664 belugas per km2 was applied, and for activities in Trading Bay, a density of 0.015053 belugas per km2 

was applied. Furie used the same densities to calculate take estimates for rig moves and positioning attempts in the 

previous application. 

Hilcorp recently applied for Incidental Take Regulations (ITRs) and a Letter of Authorization (LOA) under the MMPA 

for future activities in the same region, which include rig moves. In this application, Hilcorp revised the non-beluga 

species densities by adding the most recent MML aerial survey data (Weston, SLR, and Jasco, 2025). Although the 

final ITRs and LOA have not yet been issued for Hilcorp’s future activities, the revised species densities (Table 1) are 

considered the best available data for the area where Furie will operate. For belugas, the densities derived from 

the Goetz model remain applicable.  

Compared to Furie’s previous application, the species densities increased for humpback whales, minke whales, killer 

whales, and harbor seals. The densities decreased for gray whales, fin whales, Dall’s porpoise, harbor porpoise, and 

Steller sea lions. Except for harbor seals, the minor changes in species density do not result in a meaningful change 

in the Level B exposure estimates compared to Furie’s previous application. Because Furie’s initial rig move may 

begin from one of the platforms in Trading Bay, the higher density (0.015053 belugas per km2) is used for the first 

rig move, and the lower NCI density (0.001664 belugas per km2) is used for the second rig move and for positioning 

attempts at the ALP (Table 1).  
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Table 1. Marine Mammal Densities and Level B Exposure Estimates 

Species Density 
First 3-Tug Rig 

Move Ensonified 
Area (km2) 

Estimated 
Level B 

Exposures 

4-Tug 
Positioning 

Attempt 
Ensonified Area 

(km2) 

No. of 
Attempts 

Estimated 
Level B 

Exposures 

Second 3-Tug 
Rig Move 
Ensonified 
Area (km2) 

Estimated 
Level B 

Exposures 

Total 
Estimated 

Level B 
Exposures 

Humpback whale 0.001850 

316.1 

0.6 

63.1 2 

0.2 

316.1 

0.6 1.4 

Minke whale 0.000300 0.09 0.04 0.09 0.2 

Gray whale 0.000070 0.02 0.009 0.02 0.05 

Fin whale 0.000280 0.1 0.04 0.1 0.2 

Killer whale 0.000610 0.2 0.08 0.2 0.5 

Goetz beluga - NCI 0.001664 N/A 0.2 0.5 0.7 

Goetz beluga - TB 0.015053 4.8 N/A N/A 4.8 

Dall’s porpoise 0.000140 0.04 0.01 0.04 0.1 

Harbor porpoise 0.003800 1.2 0.2 1.2 2.6 

Pacific white-sided 
dolphin 

0.000000 0 0 0 0 

Harbor seal 0.268190 84.8 16.9 84.8 186.5 

Steller sea lion 0.006690 2.1 0.4 2.1 4.7 

California Sea Lion 0.000000 0 0 0 0 
Note:  
Total exposures may not equal the sum of the individual activities due to rounding.
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3.3 Requested Takes for Renewal Period 

The activities described above have been conducted multiple times in recent years under NMFS authorizations, 

providing a robust empirical and monitoring record to support this renewal request. Because no conductor pipe 

installation is planned, no Level A takes are requested. Marine mammals are often found in pairs or groups; 

therefore, in addition to the probabilistic estimates of Level B takes (Table 1), the group size is considered in the 

requested number of takes for each species (Table 2).  

Humpback Whale 

Recent surveys and monitoring programs have documented groups of humpback whales ranging in size from 1 to 

14 whales. During the most recent MML survey, Shelden et al. (2022) recorded a group of 3 humpback whales west 

of Kachemak Bay in June of 2022. Past annual aerial surveys have documented groups up to 12 in number (Shelden 

et al. 2013, 2015, 2016, 2019). During Hilcorp’s lower Cook Inlet seismic survey, group size ranged from 1 to 14 

(Fairweather Science, 2020). During monitoring of the Harvest Alaska Cross-Inlet Pipeline (CIPL) project (the closest 

to Furie’s Action Area), two sightings of 3 humpbacks were reported. During construction of the ALP in 2015, a 

group of 6 to 10 unidentified whales, thought to be either gray whales or humpbacks, was observed approximately 

15 km northeast of the platform (Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc., 2015). The estimated number of Level B exposures 

is 1.4, with most of the exposure probability attributable to rig moves (about a 60% chance of encountering a 

humpback during each tow). Furie requests 3 Level B takes of humpbacks to allow for encounters with groups of up 

to three whales. 

Minke Whale 

Groups of up to 3 minke whales have been recorded in recent years, including 1 group of 3 southeast of Kalgin 

Island (Lomac-MacNair et al., 2014). Other recent surveys in Cook Inlet have typically documented minkes traveling 

alone (Shelden et al. 2013, 2015, 2017; Kendall et al. 2015, as cited in Weston & SLR 2022; Fairweather Science, 

2020). Though the probability of Level B exposure of minke whales is low due to the low density in Cook Inlet, Furie 

requests 3 Level B takes of minke whales to allow for encounters with groups of up to 3 whales. 

Gray Whale 

Gray whale density is low in Cook Inlet and is typically lower north of the Forelands. However, during the 

construction of the ALP in 2015, 1 gray whale was documented approximately 5 km from the platform, and a group 

of 6 to 10 unidentified whales, thought to be either gray whales or humpbacks, was observed approximately 15 km 

northeast of the platform (Jacobs Engineering Group, Inc., 2015). Nine (9) gray whales were observed in June and 

July during Apache’s 2012 seismic program, and 1 was observed during the 2014 program (Lomac-MacNair et al. 

2013, 2014). None were observed during the 2018 CIPL project in middle Cook Inlet (Sitkiewicz et al., 2018). In 2020 

and 2021, 1 gray whale was reported in each season at the POA (61 North Environmental, 2021, 2022a). The 

documented occasional presence of gray whales near and north of the project area suggests that gray whale density 

may be seasonally higher than the relatively low density suggested by the aerial surveys. Therefore, Furie requests 

3 Level B takes of gray whales to allow for encounters with groups of up to 3 whales. 
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Fin Whale 

Fin whales are rare in the middle and upper Cook Inlet; however, groups of up to 15 were reported during the 2019 

seismic survey in lower Cook Inlet, conducted by Hilcorp (Fairweather Science, 2020). During the NMFS aerial 

surveys, 10 groups totaling 26 individuals were recorded from 2000 to 2018 (Shelden et al. 2013, 2015, 2016, 2019), 

although none were reported during the 2021 and 2022 surveys (Shelden et al., 2022). Although fin whales are not 

common in the middle and upper Cook Inlet, Furie requests 2 Level B takes to allow for the potential of a chance 

encounter with a group of 2 whales. 

Killer Whale 

During the 2022 aerial survey, NMFS reported a group of killer whales in lower Cook Inlet estimated at 20-30 whales, 

dispersed among smaller subgroups during an off-effort portion of the flight, and 3 groups comprising 4 whales 

during on-effort portions of the survey. In 2019, during seismic surveys conducted by Hilcorp in lower Cook Inlet, 

21 killer whales were reported in groups ranging from 2 to 5 individuals (Fairweather Science, 2020). During the 

construction of the Petroleum and Cement Terminal at the POA in Anchorage in 2021, 1 group of 2 killer whales 

was reported (61 North Environmental, 2022a). With a documented presence north of the project and potential 

regional group sizes exceeding 20 whales, Furie requests 8 Level B takes of killer whales. 

Beluga Whale 

Beluga group sizes are highly variable, with large congregations of up to 200 whales documented near the Susitna 

River Delta (McGuire et al., 2021). Shelden and Wade (2019) estimated group sizes ranging from 2 to 147 belugas, 

with a median group size of 11 whales during the 2018 aerial survey. Over four seasons of monitoring at the POA, 

61N reported groups of up to 53 belugas, with a median group size of 3 and a mean group size of 4.4 (61 North 

Environmental, 2021, 2022a, 2022b, 2022c, 2025). One (1) group of 6 belugas was sighted opportunistically after 

the rig move to the ALP in April 2025 (Fairweather Science, 2025).  

The large congregations documented at the Susitna River are not expected in Trading Bay or offshore areas near 

the ALP or the towing route for the Enterprise 151. Groups encountered in offshore areas are often traveling 

between feeding grounds and are not expected to remain in the vicinity of the ALP for long durations. The calculated 

estimate of Level B exposures based on Furie’s activity is 5 to 6 belugas. In the previous application, Furie requested 

that the median group size (11 belugas) from the aerial surveys be used as the basis for a typical encounter. 

Therefore, Furie again requests 11 Level B takes of belugas. 

Dall’s Porpoise 

Dall’s porpoise groups typically range from 2 to 12 individuals (NMFS, 2025a). Two (2) groups of 3 porpoises were 

reported during the Apache seismic survey in 2012 (Lomac-MacNair et al., 2014). In 2019, during seismic surveys 

conducted by Hilcorp in lower Cook Inlet, groups ranged in size from 2 to 7 (Fairweather Science, 2020). Dall’s 

porpoises are typically only sighted in lower Cook Inlet, and few are expected north of Kalgin Island. Therefore, 

Furie requests 3 Level B takes of Dall’s porpoise. 

Harbor Porpoise 

Due to their small size and limited surface expression, harbor porpoises are often missed in surveys and monitoring 

programs, and therefore their density may be underestimated. They typically travel in groups of 2-3 (NMFS, 2025b). 

A review of harbor porpoise sightings during the annual Cook Inlet aerial surveys found that group sizes typically 

ranged from 1 to 5, with up to 92 individuals sighted in a survey season (Shelden et al., 2014). The PSO program at 
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the POA reported 18 harbor porpoises in 2020, 27 in 2021, 5 in 2022, and 16 in 2024 (61 North Environmental, 2021, 

2022a, 2022b, 2022c, 2025). In 2018, during the Harvest Alaska CIPL project (located north of the ALP), 29 sightings 

of 44 individuals were reported (Sitkiewicz et al., 2018). In the notice of IHA issuance for the CIPL project, a recent 

increase in sightings of harbor porpoise was noted (83 Fed. Reg. 19224, May 2, 2018), causing Hilcorp to request 

more than four times the number of Level B takes than estimated exposures (44 versus approximately 10, 

respectively) (Weston & SLR, 2022). The estimated number of Level B exposures for harbor porpoises is 

approximately 3; therefore, Furie requests 12 Level B takes of harbor porpoises to account for the uncertainty in 

actual harbor porpoise density and an apparent increase in recent sightings in middle and upper Cook Inlet. 

Pacific White-Sided Dolphin 

In 2014, during Apache’s seismic survey program, 3 Pacific white-sided dolphins were reported (Lomac-MacNair et 

al., 2014). They are considered rare in most of Cook Inlet, including in the lower entrance, but their presence was 

documented in Iniskin Bay and mid-inlet through passive acoustic recorders in 2019 (Castellote et al., 2020). 

Because there is no density estimate for Pacific white-sided dolphins, the estimated number of exposures is zero. 

However, Furie requests 3 Level B takes to allow for an encounter with a group of a size comparable to that reported 

in 2014. 

Harbor Seal 

Harbor seals are typically observed alone in open water but may congregate in larger numbers in river mouths to 

feed and haul out in large groups in some locations (Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 2023). Harbor seals are 

commonly sighted in the middle and upper inlet, including during each monitoring season at the POA in 2020 

through 2022 and 2024 (61 North Environmental, 2021, 2022a, 2022b, 2022c, and 2025). The calculated estimate 

of harbor seal exposures for the project is 187; therefore, Furie requests 187 Level B takes of harbor seals. 

Steller Sea Lion 

Steller sea lions are sighted with some frequency in Cook Inlet, with a higher occurrence in the lower inlet. Over 

four seasons of monitoring at the POA in Anchorage from 2020 through 2022 and 2024, sightings ranged from 1 to 

8 individuals per year (61 North Environmental, 2021, 2022a, 2022b, 2022c, and 2025). Fiscus and Baines (1966) 

suggested that Steller sea lions typically forage alone or in small groups, while other studies suggest they form larger 

groups to feed on schooling fish (Gende et al., 2001). Other monitoring programs in the middle and lower inlet have 

documented Steller sea lions, including Apache’s 2012 program (4 individuals), Buccaneer’s drilling project off Cape 

Starichkof (7 individuals), SAExploration’s seismic survey in 2015 (4 individuals), and during the 2018 CIPL project (a 

group of 2) (Lomac-MacNair et al., 2013; Owl Ridge, 2014; Kendall et al., 2015, as cited in Weston & SLR, 2022; 

Sitkiewicz et al., 2018). Because Steller sea lions are typically sighted individually in middle and upper Cook Inlet, 

Furie requests 5 Level B takes based on the estimated number of exposures. 

California Sea Lion 

Very few confirmed sightings of California sea lions have been documented in Cook Inlet. During Apache's 2012 

seismic survey, 2 were reported (Lomac-MacNair et al., 2013), and anecdotal sightings have been reported in 

Kachemak Bay. To allow for a potential encounter with a group of 2, Furie requests 2 Level B takes of California sea 

lions. 
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Table 2. Requested Level B Takes  

Species 

Number of Level 

B Takes 

Requested 

Humpback whale 3 

Minke whale 3 

Gray whale 3 

Fin whale 2 

Killer whale 8 

Beluga whale 11 

Dall’s porpoise 3 

Harbor porpoise 12 

Pacific white-sided dolphin 3 

Harbor seal 187 

Steller sea lion 5 

California sea lion 2 
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