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February 26, 2026

The Honorable Ron DeSantis
Governor of Florida
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Dear Governor DeSantis:

Thank you for your letter requesting a federal fishery resource disaster determination pursuant to
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) for the 2024
Hurricanes Debby, Helene, and Milton. I am responding on behalf of the Secretary of Commerce
to acknowledge receipt of your request and to inform you that the Secretary is required to
respond with his determination within 120 days after receipt of all the necessary data to conduct
the analysis.

NOAA'’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) conducts the evaluation needed for the
Secretary’s fishery resource disaster determinations and will work with the Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation Commission to assess whether a fishery resource disaster has occurred
under the MSA.

Based on our initial review of your request, we will need additional information, outlined below,
to assess whether a fishery resource disaster has occurred under the MSA. The State has up to
one year from the date of this acknowledgment letter to submit all necessary information. To
ensure we have a complete request, please provide the following information to our Southeast
Region point of contact, David Records, at david.records(@noaa.gov:

e A clear definition of the fishery(ies), including the appropriate fishery management entity
or entities (federal or non-federal) and the geographical boundaries of the relevant fishery
or fisheries.!

e Twelve months of finalized revenue data for the affected fishery(ies) and sector(s) or
components thereof for the requested fishery resource disaster.

e Annual revenues of the affected fishery by sector for the most recent 5 years when there
were no positive fishery resource disaster determinations.

If available/applicable, please provide the following additional information:
e Fishery characteristics (size and value; number of participants; whether jobs are full- or

part-time; status of recovery from previous fishery resource disasters; and landings data).
e Length of time the fishery (or access to it) has been or will be restricted.

" The fishery as a whole is typically considered; for a federal fishery, NMFS will use the fishery as described in the relevant
federal fishery management plan, though the requester(s) may provide a rationale for sub-units of a fishery or sub-regions, based
on how the fishery is managed (e.g., for a state fishery the sub-units or sub-regions should have been treated as a unit for
management purposes prior to the disaster).




Thank you also for your inquiry regarding the 2022 Hurricane lan request. On April 30, 2024,
our Southeast Regional Office received data from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission in support of the request. The request was deemed complete on July 25, 2024. The
determination decision is in the final stages of the review process, and we will provide an update
on the determination as soon as we are able. If you have any questions, please contact Kelly
Denit, Director of NMFS’ Office of Sustainable Fisheries, at kelly.denit@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,

z

Eugenio Pifeiro Soler
Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries



