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March 31, 2026

The Honorable Wes Moore
Governor of Maryland

100 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21404

Dear Governor Moore:

Thank you for your letter requesting a fishery resource disaster determination pursuant to

the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) for the 2025-2026
Maryland waters of the Chesapeake Bay commercial oyster fishery. I am responding on behalf of
the Secretary of Commerce to acknowledge receipt of your request and to inform you that the
Secretary is required to respond with his determination within 120 days after receipt of all the
necessary data to conduct the analysis.

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) conducts the evaluation needed for the
Secretary’s fishery resource disaster determination and will work with the State of Maryland and
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources to assess whether a fishery resource disaster has
occurred under the MSA for the commercial oyster fishery in the Maryland waters of the
Chesapeake Bay.

Based on our initial review of your request, we will need additional information, outlined below,
to assess whether a fishery resource disaster has occurred under the MSA. The State has up to 1
year from the date of this acknowledgment letter to submit all necessary information. To ensure
we have a complete request, please provide the following information to our Greater Atlantic
region point of contact, Maria Fenton, at Maria.Fenton@noaa.gov:

e Additional detail on the allowable cause for the fishery resource disaster; the MSA
requires that a fishery resource disaster must be a result of a natural cause, a discrete
anthropogenic cause that could not be addressed or prevented by fishery management
measures and is otherwise beyond the control of fishery managers to mitigate through
conservation and management measures, or an undetermined cause.

e The geographical boundaries of the fishery, as determined by the eligible requester,
including geographical boundaries that are smaller than the area represented by the
eligible requester.

e Finalized information demonstrating the occurrence of an unexpected large decrease in
fish stock biomass or other change that results in significant loss of access to the fishery
resource, which could include the loss of fishing vessels and gear, for a substantial period
of time.

e Twelve months of finalized revenue data for the affected fishery and sector or
components thereof for the requested fishery resource disaster.

We look forward to working with you on this request. If you have any questions, please contact
Kelly Denit, Director of NMFS’ Office of Sustainable Fisheries, at kelly.denit@noaa.gov.




Sincerely,

Z

Eugenio Pifieiro Soler
Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries



