Letter of Authorization Information and Requirements

For additional information about each Letter of Authorization (LOA) program please go to these links:
Letters of Authorization Programs in the Greater Atlantic Region

Greater Atlantic Region Forms and Applications Summary

Instructions for Vessel Permits and Letters of Authorization

Permit holders or vessel operators who wish to apply for, or withdraw from, an LOA program must use the Fish Online
portal to manage their vessel’s enroliment. When enrolling in, or withdrawing from, an LOA program, the effective date of
the change may be the next day at the earliest; same-day start dates and withdrawal dates are not allowed. LOA
applications are reviewed and processed by GARFO’s Permit Office staff during business hours. LOA requests submitted
over the weekend will be processed the following week. Changes to a vessel’s LOA status are not official until GARFQO’s
Permit Office has processed the request and issued updated documentation of the change. Once issued, the LOA will be
displayed on the vessel’s electronic permit and available in the Fish Online portal. A vessel issued a valid LOA must carry
that LOA on board at all times while enrolled in the LOA program. A paper or electronic copy of the document is
acceptable, provided it is readily accessible on board the vessel at all times, including when at sea without cellular service.
Vessel operators are encouraged to print or download a copy of the vessel permit and any LOAs prior to sailing, and to
print or download an updated copy whenever the vessel is enrolled in, or withdrawn from, an LOA.

When enrolling a vessel in an LOA program, the permit holder or vessel operator may select their preferred participation
period (i.e., start and end dates), provided that they adhere to the enrollment season and minimum enrollment period
requirements for that LOA. An LOA automatically expires at the end of a vessel’s participation period, unless the permit
holder or vessel operator withdraws from the LOA program prior to the end of their vessel’s LOA participation period. A
vessel may withdraw from an LOA program early if withdrawals are allowed for that particular LOA program and the vessel
adhered to the minimum enrollment period requirements.

Permit holders must use the Fish Online portal to manage their vessel’s LOA participation (i.e., enroll, withdraw, cancel).
The participation period for each LOA may not exceed the permit year for that fishery. Similar to vessel permit renewals,
owners and/or operators must apply each year for an LOA for that year.

LOA Enrollment Season Enrollment Duration
Herring Carrier May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

Herring GOM/GB Midwater Trawl May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

Herring GOM/GB Purse Seine May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

Herring Transfer and Receive at Sea May 1 - April 30 No minimum days required
Monkfish (SFMA) * May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

Cultivator Shoals Whiting

June 15 - October 31

Minimum 7 days

Raised Foot Rope Trawl Whiting

September 1 - December 31

Minimum 7 days

P/C Western GOM Cashes Ledge CA May 1 - April 30 No withdrawal allowed
P/C GOM Cod Protection Closures May 1 - April 30 Minimum 90 days
GOM / GB Transiting May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

SNE Little Tunny/Gillnet September 1 - October 31 No withdrawal allowed
Whiting & Red Hake Transfer-at-Sea May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

NAFO Regulatory Area**

Summer Flounder Small-Mesh***

November 1 - April 30

Minimum 1 days

Skate (Bait) May 1 - April 30 Minimum 7 days

Spiny Dogfish (Nantucket Shoals) June 1 - October 15 No withdrawal allowed
SMB Transfer-at-Sea May 1 - April 30 No minimum days required
Atlantic Surfclam/Ocean Quahog GB CA May 1 — April 30 No minimum days required

* VMS vessels may declare in and out of the Monkfish Exemption Program via their VMS unit instead of requesting a paper LOA.
** A vessel must hold a valid High Seas Fishing Compliance Permit under 50 CFR part 300 in order to be issued this LOA.
*** Go to this link for information about the Summer Flounder Small-Mesh LOA Pilot Program.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 5 minutes per response, including time
for reviewing instructions and completing the information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate to: NMFS
Permit Office, 55 Great Republic Drive Gloucester, MA 01930. OMB NO. 0648-0202, Expires April 30, 2029.

Owner name, vessel name, hull number, permit number, address, and LOA permit information collected on this form is



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/commercial-fishing/letters-authorization-programs-greater-atlantic-region
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/resources-fishing/greater-atlantic-region-forms-and-applications-summary
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permits/instructions-vessel-permits-and-letters-authorization
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permits/instructions-vessel-permits-and-letters-authorization#summer-flounder-smep-loa-pilot-program

not confidential and can be made available to the general public or released via a public NOAA Fisheries website. All
other data submitted will be handled in accordance with NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, Protection of Confidential
Fishery Statistics and Section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.



