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Blacktip sharks. Credit: iStock.
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HMS Completed Actions in 2025 and 2026
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Final 
rules

● Amendment 15 (Spatial Fishery Management and Electronic Monitoring (EM) Cost 
Allocation)

● 2026 Atlantic Shark Commercial Fishing Year

Bluefin Tuna (BFT) Inseason Actions

2025 General category
● September closure
● October - November closure
● December closure

2026 General category
● January - March quota transfer (from 

December 2026 subquota)
● January - March closure

2026 Longline category
● Longline quota transfer from Reserve category

2026 Angling category
● Trophy South closure

Swordfish, Albacore, and Bluefin Tuna Inseason Action 

● Quota adjustments for 2025

Final Actions since the Fall 2025 AP Meeting
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Pelagic Longline Monitoring Areas 
● Final rule for Amendment 15 (Spatial Management and EM Cost 

Allocation) 
○ Published March 4, 2026 (91 FR 10696) 
○ Effective April 3, 2026

● Certified EM Vendors (to date)
● Fishing activities have occurred in the Charleston Bump (February -

April) and East Florida Coast (year-round) Monitoring Areas 
🗹🗹 VMS units updated with increased reporting requirements
🗹🗹 Fishermen and EM vendors are successfully coordinating to provide 

enhanced EM video review
🗹🗹 Effort remains below the effort caps

● More information can be found on the NOAA Fisheries webpage

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/certified-electronic-monitoring-vendor-list-hms-pelagic-longline
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/certified-electronic-monitoring-vendor-list-hms-pelagic-longline
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/pelagic-longline-monitoring-areas-charleston-bump-and-east
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Ongoing and Upcoming Actions
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★ These rules will be discussed in separate presentations during this meeting.

Final Rules
● Mobulid rays under 

ICCAT Rec. 24-12
~Summer

● Electronic reporting 
(eReporting)
~Winter/Spring

● Swordfish and shark 
limited access 
permits
~Winter/Spring 

Proposed Rules
● Gear Considerations

Proposed rule ~ Summer/Fall

★ Amendment 16 
(sharks)
Proposed rule ~ Winter/Spring

In Public Comment
★ Pelagic and bottom longline 

indicator species lists  
Comment period end: 5/29/26
Final rule ~ Winter/Spring

★ Revisions to commercial Atlantic 
blacknose shark and recreational 
Atlantic shark fisheries 
management measures
Comment period end: 5/29/26
Final rule ~ Winter/Spring

★ Swordfish, northern albacore, 
and BFT quotas
Comment period end: 6/8/26
Final rule ~ Summer

Ongoing and Upcoming Actions
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Further Information Available: 
Action Webpage
The 2006 Consolidated Atlantic HMS 
Fishery Management Plan and all of 
its amendments

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-
species/atlantic-hms-fishery-management-plans-and-amendments

Amendment 15 - Spatial 
management and EM Cost 
Allocation (Final rule)

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/amendment-15-2006-
consolidated-hms-fishery-management-plan-spatial-fisheries-
management-and

Pelagic Longline Monitoring Area 
Information

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-
species/pelagic-longline-monitoring-areas-charleston-bump-and-east

Amendment 16 - Sharks (Scoping) https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/amendment-16-2006-
consolidated-atlantic-highly-migratory-species-fishery-management-
plan

eReporting (Proposed rule) https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/proposed-rule-electronic-
reporting-requirements-atlantic-highly-migratory-species

Gear Considerations (Scoping) https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/public-comment-requested-
gear-considerations-atlantic-highly-migratory-species-fisheries
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Questions?
HMS Division - Rulemaking Branch

(301) 427-8503

Branch Chief: Karyl Brewster-Geisz, karyl.brewster-geisz@noaa.gov
Becky Curtis, becky.curtis@noaa.gov
Guy DuBeck, guy.dubeck@noaa.gov
Steve Durkee, steve.durkee@noaa.gov
Larry Redd, Jr., larry.redd@noaa.gov
Carrie Soltanoff, carrie.soltanoff@noaa.gov

Thank you!
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