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PRA Burden Statement:  

We estimate that completing the Northeast Multispecies Reporting Requirements will take 5 minutes – 77 hours on 
average, depending on the specific requirement. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of 
this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden, to NOAA, Heather Nelson, 978-281-
9334, or heather.nelson@noaa.gov. This collection has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB). The eight-digit OMB approval number that appears at the upper left of the form or login screen confirms this 
approval. If this number were not displayed, we could not conduct this collection of information.  

PRIVACY ACT STATEMENT  

Authority: The collection of this information is authorized under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) (16 U.S.C 1801 et seq.).  

Purpose: The information described in this collection is necessary to monitor catch in the fishery against annual catch 
limits, consistent with Magnuson-Stevens Act requirements. It is also used to ensure vessel compliance with fishery 
regulations and requirements.  

Routine Uses: The Department of Commerce will use this information to evaluate current management programs and 
future management proposals. Data is kept confidential as required by Section 402(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, 
and maintained in accordance with 50 C.F.R. Part 600, Subpart E and NOAA Administrative Order 216-100, 
Confidentiality of Fisheries Statistics, and is not to be transferred for public use except in aggregate or summary form 
(without identifying the source of data, i.e., vessel name, owner, etc.) that does not directly or indirectly identify the 
person who submitted the information or the submitter’s business. This information may be shared with the New 
England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC), as well as state fishery management agencies, and other fishery 
research and management organizations as allowed under the Magnuson-Stevens Act.  Disclosure of this information 
is subject to all of the published routine uses as identified in the Privacy Act System of Records Notice 
COMMERCE/NOAA-19, Permits and Registrations for the United States Federally Regulated Fisheries.  Disclosure 
of this information is also permitted within NMFS offices under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a).  

Disclosure: Furnishing this information is mandatory pursuant to regulations at 50 CFR 648.87(b)(1)(v).



Last Modified on: 5/13/2026 

Sector Report Guide 

Page 3 of 9 

 

 

Introduction 
The Northeast Multispecies Fishery Management Plan determines the requirements 
governing Northeast multispecies (groundfish) sectors, including monitoring and reporting 
requirements for sectors. NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has 
developed standards for weekly sector reporting. 
The New England Fishery Management Council (NEFMC) develops Fisheries Management Plans 
(FMPs) that meet the requirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Act and other legislative mandates. 
The Northeast Multispecies FMP specifies management measures for groundfish and their 
associated stocks off the New England and Mid-Atlantic coasts.  
Regulations at 50 CFR 648.87(b)(1)(v) list the information that must be included in sector reports. It 
is the responsibility of individual sectors to submit complete reports to National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) by the required times. NMFS requires that the sector must provide the following 
reports: 

• Sector Trip Issue Report 
• Incident Report 
• Sector Year-End Report 

The following sections define the requirements for each of these reports.  

Trip Issue Report 
Reporting regulations require that sectors report any enforcement issues to NMFS on a weekly 
basis (50 CFR 648.87(b)(1)(v)(B)). Sector managers upload the Trip Issues Report by Monday 
at 7:00 a.m. for issues reported in the previous fishing week. The sector must submit a Trip Issue 
report before Monday 7:00 a.m. in order to fulfill the weekly reporting requirement, even if 
there were no issues during the week. 
Managers upload the Trip Issues Report to NMFS using the Sector Information Management 
Module (SIMM) application1. (Click here for link to SIMM application login page). The 
report should include the following information: 

• Compliance / enforcement concerns 
• Sector enforcement issues 
• Enforcement actions 
• Incident / non-compliance reports 

The Trip Issue Report allows sectors to briefly describe to NMFS any enforcement or 
reporting compliance issues, violations of sector operations and regulations, and general 
problems with monitoring or sector operations during the reporting period. Issues may 
pertain to a specific trip or apply generally to sector operations. Issues to report in the Trip 
Issue Report include, but are not limited to: 

 
1 For information about SIMM download files, refer to the SIMM User Guide 

https://apps-garfo.fisheries.noaa.gov/fishtank/login/Nero_forward
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• Monitoring issues (e.g., refusals) and a description of each occurrence, if applicable 
• Violations or non-compliance with operational standards, including but not limited to 

fishery regulations and sector operation plan provisions 
• General problems with sector operations and/or corrective actions taken by the sector 

during the reporting period 

The Trip Issue Report is a tool for sectors to notify NMFS of certain issues, as described above. 
However, this report is not a substitute for the Sector Incident Report, detailed below. You 
must also document and submit to NMFS in a Sector Incident Report any issues that require further 
investigation.  

Completing the Trip Issue Report 
Use the Trip Issue report to provide information about sector trips for a given week that have 
had enforcement, data, or other types of issues.  
Sectors should continue to use Atlassian’s online issue-tracking system JIRA (maintained by 
the Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries Office (GARFO) Analysis and Program Support 
Division) to report and track data quality issues. Data errors resolved through internal 
GARFO processes (e.g., VTR discrepancies) do not need to be documented in the Trip Issue 
Report.  

SIMM includes a Trip Issue Report form to improve reporting for both managers and the 
agency. In the Quick Access Menu on the left side of the SIMM page, do the following: 

1. Click Uploads. 
The Uploads sub-menu appears. 

2. Click Trip Issue Reporting. 
See Figure 1 below for an example of the Quick Access menu choice. 

3. SIMM opens the Sector Weekly Trip Issue Reports page, as seen in Figure 2. 

Figure 1:Accessing the Sector Weekly Trip Issue Reports Form Using the SIMM Quick Access Menu 

 

Figure 2: Sector Weekly Trip Issue Reports Form 

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/greater-atlantic-regional-fisheries-office
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Creating a New Trip Issue Report 
To submit a new Trip Issue Report, do the following: 

1. In the topmost line of the report:  

a. The Trip Issue ID and Case ID fields will be supplied by SIMM. 
b. If necessary, enter the Week End Date using the calendar buttons in 

the field box. The week ending date is the Saturday ending the last 
week included in the report. 

c. Enter the correct number in the Vessel Permit No field, if applicable. 
This is the vessel permit number assigned by the Northeast Regional Office’s 
Vessel Permit System. Find the Vessel Permit Number in the Vessel Trip 
Report download file in SIMM. 

d. Enter the Trip ID (or the VTR Serial #) of the fishing trip in question, if 
applicable. The value should be the 14-character eVTR Trip ID. 

e. Enter the Event Date field the date on which the event in question occurred, 
using the calendar buttons in the field box. 

f. Choose the appropriate category in the Issue Type dropdown menu. Categories include: 
• No Issue (there were no trip issues to report this week) 
• Enforcement (issue involves one or more law enforcement 

agencies — for example, a stop of a sector vessel by a USCG 
cutter) 

• Discrepancies (issue involves any discrepancies between reported 
and actual totals or trips) 

• Monitoring (issue involves ASM or NEFOP monitoring program) 
• Other (Something else that NMFS personnel should be aware of)) 

g. Verify the Fishing Year.  
h. Provide details about the event or incident in the Description field. Try 

to keep the description to the length of a short paragraph – two or three 
sentences. 

2. Click Submit Report to upload the report to NMFS.  
 

Table 1 documents the Trip Issue Report field definitions. 
Table 1: Sector Weekly Trip Issue Report Feilds. 

Name Description 

Action Action to perform. Choices include: 
• Submit Report (upload the Trip Issue Report) 
• Follow Up (edit an existing Trip Issue Report) 

Trip Issue ID Unique idenitfier supplied by SIMM. 

Case ID Corresponds to the value of Trip Issue ID and is used by SIMM to access a Trip Issue 
report you have already uploaded. 
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Week End Date The Saturday ending the last week included in the report. 

Vessel Permit No Vessel permit number assigned by the GARFO’s Vessel Permit System (VPS). 

Trip ID The eVTR Trip ID generated by GARFO upon receipt of the eVTR. 

Event Date Date on which the trip issue occurred. 

Issue Type Dropdown menu – choose one of the following: 
• No Issue (no issue to report) 
• Enforcement (law enforcement issue) 
• Discrepancies (e.g., discrepancies between reported and actual totals or trips) 
• Monitoring (NEFOP or ASM issue) 
• Other (something else that NMFS personnel should be aware of in 

assessing sector operations) 

Fishing Year Fishing year to which the Trip Issue reports pertain. 

Date Entered Date on which you filled out this report; supplied by SIMM. 

Descriptions Supply the notes about any trip issues that arose during the week. 

Editing an Existing Trip Issue Report 
1. Click the Follow Up button. 
2. If necessary, select the desired fishing year in the Fishing Year pulldown menu. 
3. Enter the Week End Date using the calendar buttons in the field box. 
4. Make the changes you require. 
5. Click Submit Report to upload the changes to NMFS. 

Downloading the Trip Issue History Report 
1. Click the Download Trip Issue History link in the upper-left corner of the form.  
2. Select the fishing year in the pulldown, then the Data From and Date To values. 
3. Click Generate Report in Excel or Generate Report in CSV. 
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Incident Reports 
NMFS requires reporting of the following types of incidents: 

• Compliance / enforcement concerns 

• Sector enforcement issues 

• Enforcement actions 

• Incident / non-compliance reports 
Following the initial reporting of an incident in the Trip Issue Report, sectors must provide the 
details of the violation in a Sector Incident Report. Submit the Sector Incident Report as follows: 

1. Conduct an investigation of the incident as soon as possible after its occurrence. 
2. Write up the Sector Incident Report during the fishing year, no more than 15 days after 

the sector has concluded its investigation. 
3. For an example of such a report, see the section Sector Incident Report (Example) 

later in this document. 
4. Email the report to GARFO’s Sustainable Fisheries Division (at this writing, to 

Heather.Nelson@noaa.gov and Peter.Christopher@noaa.gov).  

Required Information in a Sector Incident Report 
The Sector Incident Report should include a full description and discussion of the investigations, the 
conclusions, and any resultant actions taken by the sector manager in response to the enforcement issue. 
For each violation, prepare a Sector Incident Report that provides the details, an overview 
describing the violation, a chronology explaining what was determined to have happened, the 
action taken (if any) by the sector or NMFS Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) if known, and the 
outcome. 
Details must include: 

• Date 
• Vessel 
• Captain 
• Owner 
• Investigator 
• Violation 
• Outcome 

  

mailto:Peter.Christopher@noaa.gov
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Sector Incident Report (Example) 
See an example of a Sector Incident Report below.  

 

PUT_NAME_OF_YOUR_SECTOR_HERE INCIDENT REPORT 

Infraction Date: May 10, 2024  
Infraction Description: ASM Refusal  
Vessel Name: F/V My Boat 
Captain Name: Bob Cooper  
Owner Name: Joe Smith 
Investigated by sector manager 

Overview 

The captain of the F/V My Boat proceeded with a fishing trip after refusing to take the assigned at-sea 
monitor (ASM) to sea on the trip. 

Chronology of Events 

On May 1, 2024, the captain logged into PTNS and indicated a planned trip for May 10, 2024. On May 3, 
2024, the captain received notification that the trip was assigned an ASM. 

On May 10, 2024, the captain and crew were preparing the vessel for departure. The assigned ASM 
arrived, but the captain refused to allow the monitor aboard. The captain subsequently proceeded on the 
scheduled fishing trip. 

On May 10, 2024, the assigned ASM contacted his/her company, which subsequently submitted an 
incident report to the Northeast Fisheries Observer Program (NEFOP) regarding the situation. The Office 
of Law Enforcement (OLE) subsequently contacted the sector manager regarding the situation. 

On May 12, 2024, the vessel returned to port. The sector manager met the vessel at the dock and 
informed the captain that if a trip was selected for any kind of monitoring, the vessel was required to 
submit to that monitoring. The captain was informed that the Infractions Committee would be notified. 

On May 13, 2024, the members of the Infractions Committee were notified via telephone of the incident. 

Decision of the Infractions Committee 

On May 18, 2024, the Infractions Committee met to review the above outlined infraction. After reviewing 
the circumstances, the Committee elected to send the captain and vessel owner a written warning. 

On May 19, 2024, the written warning was sent, closing out the infraction. 
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Sector Annual Year-End Report 
Requirements 

The Sector Annual Year-End Report must contain the necessary information to evaluate 
the biological, economic, and social impacts of sectors and their fishing operations (50 
CFR 648.87(b)(1)(v)(C)). 
NMFS provides additional detailed guidance in the Sector Annual Year-End Report. 
Look for this guidance in the document “Preparing the NE Multispecies Sectors Annual 
Year-End Report” on the Sectors Webpage. 
To fully evaluate the operations of a sector in a given fishing year, the Sector Annual 
Year-End Report must also include a description of “enforcement actions.” Since Sector 
Incident Reports are now required to be submitted in-season, the Sector Annual Year-
End Report should include a brief description of each incident and include a copy of 
each Sector Incident Report. 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/commercial-fishing/fishing-year-2025-sectors
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