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General Implementation & Deadlines
When did the new regulation take effect?

The new regulation came into effect January 10th, 2026. The U.S. obtained an extension for 
implementation for 90 days. The transition to the updated “Reported Catch” (RC) certificate occurred on 
March 26, 2026. There is a remaining grace period until July 10, 2026, for three remaining fields: FAO 
Zone, Fishing Gear, and Captain information.

Does this apply to exports to non-EU countries like Switzerland, who are members of EFTA?

Yes. Switzerland is a member of European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and applies EU IUU catch 
documentation requirements to U.S. fishery products. 

Can I still request  the old Legal Harvest (LH) template?

The Legal Harvest certificate is no longer available for the EU and has been replaced by the Reported 
Catch certificate as of March 26, 2026. Legal Harvest documents issued prior to March 26, 2026, when 
we transitioned to the use of the new Reported Catch form, will continue to be accepted by the EU until 
January 2028.  In the case of any rejected or detained shipment, please contact 
nmfs.seafood.services@noaa.gov. 

How does the new catch system affect shipments to the UK?

The UK requires catch certification for entry. The Reported Catch document is available in SISP for UK 
exports. 

mailto:nmfs.seafood.services@noaa.gov
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Reported Catch (RC) Procedures
Should a RC be created for every shipment?

The RC serves as the official harvest record and should be created as close to the time of harvest 
as practicable. Once issued, a single RC can support multiple shipments.

Can multiple vessels or landings be combined on one RC?

Multiple vessels and catch dates can be included in a single request. Each vessel’s specific catch 
weight must still be identified separately.

What if I don’t have enough space for vessel names?

The system allows information for up to 100 vessels per individual catch request. Each vessel 
must be entered independently by selecting “Add New Product” and entering the harvest weight 
associated with that vessel.

How do I report Gear Type and FAO Area?

These are mandatory fields beginning July 10, 2026:

Gear Type: Must align with EU-standardized gear categories. 

Catch Area: Must correspond to FAO fishing areas (e.g., FAO 67 for the Northeast Pacific), 
not domestic statistical areas. In addition, beginning on July 10th you will also need to 
declare if the harvest occurred within the EEZ or on the High Seas.
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Vessel Information Requirements
How do I handle the “Registration Number” field?

The registration number is the vessel’s unique identifier. This is not your FDA issued CFN/FEI. 

What is the “Fishing License No” field?

This refers to the number on your authorization or permit to fish.

What goes in the “Type of Processing Authorized on Board” field?

This is a free-text field used to describe the type of processing on board if applicable. 

What if the vessel does not have an IMO number or Call Sign?

IMO Number: If none exists, use another unique identifier such as a national registration 
number or RFMO identifier. 

Call Sign: If not applicable, the field may be left blank 

Are signatures required from captains on the document?

For digital certificates, typing the captain’s name satisfies the requirement. 
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Motherships, Tenders & Transshipments
Is a tender-to-processor transfer considered “transshipment”?

Yes. A transfer between tender-to-processor vessel—including transfers to a mothership or larger 
tender—is considered transshipment.

How do I document a mothership operation?

The catcher vessels are listed as the “catching vessels” in Box 2. 

The mothership is listed as the “receiving vessel” in the Transshipment section (Box 6). 

Does the “carrier vessel” (container ship) need to be listed?

No. The RC applies to vessels in the catch chain (harvesters, tenders, factory ships), not commercial 

shipping vessels such as container ships or trampers.



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 6

Complex Fishery Scenarios

What about commingled product?

Each vessel’s harvest weight must remain associated with the catch, even if fish are commingled at 
the plant. Final documentation must indicate the vessel-level catches that contributed to the final 
product but do not have to indicate the break down of how much came from each vessel. For 
commingled products, catch certificates are likely to cover multiple product streams.

How are fish harvested without a vessel handled?

NOAA is currently working with the EU to understand the documentation requirements for catch 
that results from harvesters who do not use a vessel. 



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 7

Exemptions & Product Scope
Which products are exempt from the Catch Certificate?

Exemptions are listed in Annex I of Council Regulation (EC) No. 1005/2008. 

What about highly processed products like fish oil or fish meal?

Human Consumption

Flours, meals, and pellets fit for human consumption are exempt. 

Fish oil intended for human consumption is exempt. 

Non-Human Consumption

Outside the scope and exempt. 

Are canned products included in the scope?

Yes. Canned seafood (HS 1604) is considered preserved and processed and has a later compliance 
date of January 10, 2029.
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Logistics & Technical Systems
Where are transport details (container/seal numbers) entered?

Transport details are entered directly into the EU CATCH (TRACES NT) system, not on the Reported 
Catch document itself. The previous “page 2” document remains available on NOAA’s website and 
may still be used to track these activities.

Who handles TRACES NT account issues?

TRACES NT is managed by the European Commission, not NOAA. Users must contact TRACES NT 
support for account or administrative issues.

Will there be an “Address Book” for vessels?

Yes. NOAA is developing a SISP feature that will allow vessel details to be saved in a drop down menu 
to reduce repetitive data entry.

Can I automate data entry via Excel or API?

These features are not currently available but are planned for future development.
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Annex IV 
When is a Processing Statement (Annex IV 14.2) required?

A Processing Statement is required for fishery products processed in the United States including 
products processed at sea on a factory vessel after transshipment from catching vessels.

Is there an exception for catcher-processors?

Yes. A Processing Statement is not required when the fish is both caught and processed onboard the 
same vessel.

How do I complete the weight fields on the Processing Statement (Annex IV 14.2)?

Total Landed Weight: Quantity from Box 3 of the original RC (total raw material). 

Catch Processed: Weight of fish that entered the processing line. 

Processed Fishery Product: Weight of fish content in the final product, excluding brine, oil, 
or salt. 
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Annex IV
What is the “Non-Manipulation” document (Annex IV 14.1)?

This document is required when products transit through or are stored in a non-EU country without 
processing, ensuring traceability back to the original catch certificate. It is only required for split 
shipments. If the entire shipment remains intact for export, Annex IV 14.1 is not required.

Can an Annex IV be issued after the product departs the U.S.?

Yes. Annex IV documents may be requested and issued after departure, provided they are completed 
before the product arrives at the EU border.

What if I process product for a domestic buyer who later exports to the EU?

The original processor may issue the RC and Annex IV and provide them to the buyer, who then uses 
the documents to support the final EU export.

What if I sell product to a foreign company that further processes and then re-exports to the 
EU?

The original harvest country must provide the RC (Catch document); any further processing 
statements should be issued in the country in which the processing takes place. 



For questions: Please email 
nmfs.seafood.services@noaa.gov

Thank You

mailto:nmfs.seafood.services@noaa.gov



