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Executive Order 14276 - Restoring
America’s Seafood Competitiveness

Highly Migratory Species (HMS) Management Division
Spring Advisory Panel Meeting
May 13, 2026



E.O. 14276 - Restoring America’s Seafood Competitiveness -
Purpose and Policy

“..address unfair trade practices, eliminate unsafe
imports, level the unfair playing field that has
benefited foreign fishing companies, promote ethical
sourcing, reduce regulatory burdens, and ensure the
integrity of the seafood supply chain.”

“..promote the productive harvest of our seafood
resources; unburden our commercial fishermen from
costly and inefficient regulation; combat illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing; and
protect our seafood markets from the unfair trade
practices of foreign nations.”
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E.O. 14276 - Restoring America’s Seafood Competitiveness -
Request for recommendations

* Among other things, the E.O. required NMFS to solicit
public comment on ways to improve fisheries
management and science.

®* On August 27,2025, NMFS published a notice
requesting the public to provide suggestions to
improve fisheries management and (90 FR 41818)

* The public comment period ended on October 14,
2025

®* NMFS reopened the public comment period from
December 1, 2025, through December 15, 2025
(90 FR 55089)
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E.O. 14276 - Restoring America’s Seafood Competitiveness -
Request for recommendations (cont’'d)

* Atthe Fall 2025 HMS Advisory Panel
(AP) meeting, we sought and received

additional suggestions and ideas
applicable to E.O. 14276

* These suggestions are posted on the
NOAA Fisheries AP webpage

* Since the Fall AP meeting, we have
consolidated the suggestions (including
those received during the overall public
comment period) to create a list of
potential future actions
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2025-09/HMS-2025-Fall-AP-EO-Suggestions.pdf

The List is Long!

We want to hear:

»  Whether we missed anything in
our consolidation

- Whether we misunderstood a
particular issue/action

« The one issue/action from the
list you want us to focus on
(recognizing that some of the
items on the list are already
included in ongoing actions)
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E.O. 14276 List of Potential Future Actions
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Eliminate the biweekly dealer reporting requirement

Simplify recreational fish reporting by implementing real-time recreational
reporting apps

Increase or remove the commercial retention limits for large coastal sharks
Increase the commercial retention limits for blacknose sharks
Allow shark scraps (from processing; e.g., belly flaps) to be used for bait

Remove the upgrading restrictions for the Swordfish Handgear limited access
permit (LAP)

Make changes to the commercial HMS LAPs

Remove barriers for new entrants into HMS pelagic longline (PLL) fishery by
establishing a set-aside quota for bluefin tuna (BFT)

Implement BFT restricted-fishing days (RFDs) for the Angling category

10.Remove some sharks from the prohibited species list
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E.O. 14276 List of Potential Future Actions (cont’'d)
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11.Enable vessel owners to obtain an HMS permit without the need to wait for
state registration or U.S. Coast Guard documentation

12.Establish separate retention limits for non-BFT HMS for private, charter, and
headboat vessels

13.Eliminate the requirement for “weak hook” use for HMS PLL vessels in the
Gulf of America

14.Eliminate the recreational yellowfin tuna retention limit
15. Allow pier-/shore-based individuals to apply for HMS permits
16.Resume regional (i.e., area) management of the recreational BFT fishery

17.Change BFT tournaments requirements (to limit the amount of General
category quota being used during the tournament, e.g., tournament cap)

18.Rework the BFT subquota allocations for the General category fishery
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E.O. 14276 List of Potential Future Actions (cont’'d)
19. Modify RFDs in the BFT General category

20. Allow fishermen to land BFT on an RFD if
they can verify that they harvested the
BFT on a non-RFD

21. Increase the minimum size limit for
recreational BFT

22. Allow HMS PLL fishermen to retain all
dead BFT

23. Eliminate HMS PLL closed areas

24. Implement a mandatory physical tag
system for all recreationally harvested
BFT
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Next Steps

* We will prioritize the list of potential future
actions and share the list with NMFS
leadership

* Prioritization will consider:
e Staff Workload
* Feasibility and Expected Benefits

* Alignment with overall Agency priorities
and requirements

* Any future actions will need to be consistent
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and other
applicable laws

 We welcome your input
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