
Gulf Survey Projected Transition Project Timelines
As of May 2026. This chart outlines the Gulf of America (formerly Gulf of Mexico) subgroup of the National Marine Recreational Information Program's Transition Team's projected timeline for Gulf 
Transition Plan projects in the region. While it serves as a reasonable estimation of project milestones and transition dates, several factors can affect the feasibility of this timeline. These factors include 
funding availability, staffing resources and time constraints, and the scheduling availability of peer reviewers (as warranted). A slowdown in any step of the process can delay the overall timeline. The team 
is committed to meeting regularly throughout this transition process and updating this timeline as appropriate. For questions on the timing or status of any particular element, please contact the lead 
agency listed for the given element.  

Project Component Lead START END 2024 2025 2026 2027

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N DFishing Effort Survey Follow-Up Study

Research and Benchmarking (side-
by-side administration and 
comparison of current and revised 
designs)

OST (see below chart 
for full list of 
referenced acronyms)

January 2024 December
2024 x x x x x x x x x x x x

Calibration Model Development and
Refinement OST Fall 2024 Summer 

2026
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Analysis of Study Results and 
Report Preparation OST January 2025 August 2025 x x x x x x x x

Survey Design Peer Review 
(Submission-Completion)

OST & Peer Review 
Panel August 2025 December 

2025 x x x x x

Calibration Methodology Peer 
Review (Submission-Completion)

OST & Peer Review 
Panel

September 
2025

December 
2025 x x x x

Fisheries Management Analyses SERO Fall 2025 December 
2025 x x x x

Implementation of Revised Design OST January 2026 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Implementation of Calibration Model 
to Re-estimate Historical Estimates OST Fall 2025 Summer 

2026 x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Availability of Calibrated Estimates OST Summer 2026 x x x

Data Ready for use in Stock 
Assessments and Management Summer 2026 x x x

Mississippi Creel (Louisiana Creel Style Survey) J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Research and Benchmarking
(Effort Portion-Telephone Survey) MDMR January 2024 December

2025
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Research and Benchmarking
(Catch-Dockside Intercept Survey) MDMR January 2025 December

2025
x x x x x x x x x x x x

Survey Documentation and Report 
Preparation MDMR January 2025 Summer

2025 x x x x x x x x x

Survey Design Certification 
(Submission-Completion)

MDMR, Peer Review 
Panel, & OST

Summer 
2025 April 2026 x x x x x x x x x x

Calibration Work MDMR August 2025 Spring 2026 x x x x x x x x x x x

Implementation of New Survey MDMR January 2026 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Calibration Methodology Peer 
Review (Submission-Completion)

MDMR & Peer 
Review Panel Spring 2026 Spring 2026 x x x

Availability of Calibrated Estimates MDMR & GulfFIN Spring 2026 x x x

Fisheries Management Analyses SERO Summer
2026 Fall 2026 x x x x x x

Data Ready for Use in Stock 
Assessments and Management Fall 2026 x x x

Alabama Creel (Louisiana Creel Style Survey) J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Research and Benchmarking
(Effort Portion-Telephone Survey) ADCNR January 2024 December

2026 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Research and Benchmarking
(Catch-Dockside Intercept Survey) ADCNR January 2025 December 

2026
x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Survey Documentation and Report 
Preparation ADCNR October 2025 February 

2026 x x x x x

Survey Design Certification 
(Submission-Completion)

ADCNR, Peer Review 
Panel, OST January 2026 April 2026 x x x x

Calibration Work ADCNR December 
2025 June 2026 x x x x x x x

Calibration Methodology Peer 
Review (Submission-Completion)

ADCNR & Peer 
Review Panel

Summer 
2026 Fall 2026 x x x x x

Availability of Calibrated Estimates ADCNR & GulfFIN Fall 2026 x x x

Fisheries Management Analyses SERO Fall 2026 Winter 
2026/2027

x x x x x

Data Ready for Use in Stock 
Assessments and Management Winter 2027 x x x

Implementation of New Survey ADCNR January 2027 x x x x x x x x x x x x

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D
Review Texas' State Estimate Calibration Ratio to Generate 
Consistent Gulf-Wide Estimates
Review Calibration Ratio TPWD & SEFSC July 2024 December 

2024
x x x x x x

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N DAdditional Research

Discard and Effort Estimates - 
Research Projects

Proposal Awardee(s) 
& GulfFIN January 2026 December 

2027 x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

Discard and Effort Estimates - 
Research Projects - Reports Due

Proposal Awardee(s) 
& GulfFIN

March 31, 
2028

Florida Effort Study - Research 
(Florida Atlantic and Florida Gulf 
Coast Effort Comparisons)

OST, FWC
TBD - 

Funding 
Dependent

TBD - 
Funding 

Dependent

List of acronyms used above: Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (ADCNR); Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC); Gulf Fisheries Information Network 
(GulfFIN); Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (MDMR); Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD); NOAA Fisheries Offices—Southeast Regional Office (SERO); Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center (SEFSC); Office of Science and Technology (OST).

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/statistical-calibration-overview
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/recreational-fishing-data/fishing-effort-survey-research-and-improvements
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