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HMS Recreational Roundtable 
Afternoon Agenda
Facilitating Moderator:  Bennett Brooks

1:30 pm Introduction by Brad McHale, HMS Recreational Coordinator

1:40 pm Comments by Russ Dunn, National Policy Advisor for 
Recreational Fisheries

2:00 pm Open HMS Listening Session - Brad McHale & Cliff Hutt, HMS 
Recreational Coordinators

3:00 pm 15-minute break

3:15 pm Open HMS Listening Session continued

4:30 pm Listening Session summary and concluding remarks
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Recreational Fisheries



HMS Recreational Roundtable: 
Listening Session

HMS Recreational Coordinators

Brad McHale Cliff Hutt
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HMS Listening Session Ground Rules
• This is an open session for members of the public to express their 

thoughts and concerns about recreational fishing issues to HMS 
Management Division staff. 

• All topics related to, or impacting HMS recreational fisheries are on 
the table. 

• Remote participants wishing to speak should use the webinar’s 
“Raised Hand” function or leave a note in the chat box. We will 
alternate between in-person and online questions/topics.

• Please keep your comments succinct to allow time for others to 
participate.

• This is a listening session, so while HMS staff will respond to direct 
questions, our intention is to hear from you, our constituents.



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 6

Topics/Issues we have been hearing recently  

• Bluefin tuna access, management, and quotas 
(year-long seasons, shore-based access, 
spearfishing, headboat limits, regional quotas)

• Reporting - vessel and tournament compliance
• Billfish accounting
• Shortfin mako access 
• Shark depredation
• Cooperative research with the recreational fishery
• Improving fishery dependent data



HMS Listening Session 
Summary

Thank you for participating!



Reference Slides



HMS Webpages/Communications

● Automatic sign-up for HMS News 
when purchasing a permit through the 
HMS permits website
○ Based on AP member suggestions
○ Permit holders can unsubscribe through 

HMS News emails
○ Note: Email addresses associated with 

permit purchases will be signed up 
regardless of whether permit holder has 
unsubscribed in the past

https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/


Landings & Tournaments Updates

Species Link to Monthly/Annual Landings Updates and Tournament 
Information

Swordfish, BAYS Tunas, 
Sharks, Bluefin Tuna, and www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/atlantic-
Billfish highly-migratory-species-landings-updates

Tournaments www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/atlantic-
highly-migratory-species-tournaments

Daily Bluefin Tuna 
Landing Updates hmspermits.noaa.gov

Minimum 
Limits

Sizes and Bag www.fisheries.noaa.gov/atlantic-highly-migratory-species/atlantic-
highly-migratory-species-minimum-sizes-and-bag-limits
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HMS Catch Reporting Options
● HMS Angling, Charter/Headboat, and Atlantic Tunas General/Harpoon category permit 

holders can submit catch reports for bluefin tuna, billfish, and swordfish via:
○ HMS Permit Shop website
○ HMS Catch Reporting smartphone app
○ SAFIS eTrips Mobile and Online – available for HMS open access permit holders with GARFO or 

Southeast trip or logbook reporting requirements
○ No matter which option is used, HMS catch reports must be submitted within 24 hours of 

returning from a trip

● North Carolina (April 1) and Maryland (December 22) both discontinued their HMS Catch 
Card program in 2025 
○ Following discontinuation of the catch card programs, federal HMS catch reporting requirements 

applied to HMS permit holders using the options listed above

○ Billfish and swordfish tournament catch information will continue to be collected and reported by 
registered HMS tournament operators

https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/catchReports
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/catchReports
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/mobileApp
https://hmspermits.noaa.gov/mobileApp
https://www.accsp.org/what-we-do/safis/etrips/
https://www.accsp.org/what-we-do/safis/etrips/


Large Pelagics Survey (LPS) Updates
● NOAA Fisheries’ Office of Science and Technology (OST) experienced 

staffing reductions and has shifted some staff to support the LPS part-time
● OST focusing on timeliness of LPS catch estimates; finalization of the LPS 

redesign remains delayed 
● Regarding the LPS Redesign:

○ New design submitted for Marine Recreational Information Program (MRIP) 
certification in September 2024; peer-review workshop conducted in January 
2025

○ Peer reviewer comments were positive; OST replies and requested analyses 
were submitted on March 31, 2026 

○ Working on calibration of a new LPS time series this summer/fall
○ Timing of field implementation of new design remains TBD



Bluefin Tuna Reference 
Slides



Bluefin Tuna 
Recreational Size Classes

SIZE CLASS CURVED FORK LENGTH

Young School less than 27” (Prohibited)

School 27” to less than 47” (68.5 to less than 119 cm)

Large School 47” to less than 59” (119 to less than 150 cm)

Small Medium 59” to less than 73” (150 to less than 185 cm)

Large Medium 73” to less than 81” (185 cm to less than 206 cm)

Giant 81” or greater (greater than 206 cm)

“Trophy” bluefin tuna refers to fish greater than 73” curved fork length 
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Permit Category Retention Limit per Vessel 
(Vessel Type) per Day/Trip

HMS Angling
(Private) 1 school BFT 1 BFT 27”-73”

HMS Charter/ Headboat 
(Charter boat) 2 school BFT 2 BFT 27”-73”, of which only 1 fish 

may be 47”-73”

HMS Charter/ Headboat 
(Headboat) 2 school BFT 2 BFT 27”-73”, of which only 1 fish 

may be 47”-73”

Angling Category Retention Limits by Year
Default daily limit (private and charter vessels) effective January 1 each year until changed:  1 school, large school, or

small medium bluefin tuna (BFT)/vessel/day

2025* 2025**
June 3-30 July 1-Aug 12

*90 FR 23457, May 28,2025
**90 FR 25158, June 11, 2025
CLOSED Aug 12, 2025, 11:30 p.m. local time (90 FR 30789; Aug 8, 2025)

Trophy retention limit: 1 large medium/giant (73”+) BFT/vessel/year
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Inseason Monitoring of the Recreational Fishery

● Real-time data available in ALRS shows high correlation with LPS data available 
at later date

Each data point is the number of school bluefin reported in ALRS for a month/year (x-axis) matched with the number of school bluefin surveyed by 
LPS for that month/year (y-axis)
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● Based on the relationship between ALRS and LPS data in the previous slide, during 2025 the ALRS data was used to 
project the LPS monthly estimates in real time

● This slide compares monthly projections with the actual LPS estimates 

2025 Inseason Projection of LPS Estimates
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2025 Recreational Landings

Angling Quota
Category

Landings - No. 
of Fish

Landings -
Weight (mt)

2025 Adjusted 
Quota (mt)

% Adjusted
Quota Taken

School 6,088 100.7 119.9 84%

Large School &
Small Medium 1,119 73.5 58.2 126%

Trophy 60 15.3 9.2 166%

TOTAL 7,267 189.5 187.3 101%
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Annual Recreational Landings
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2025 Recreational Landings Breakdown

Size Class LPS (kg) LPS PSE* MD (kg) NC (kg) ALRS (kg) GARFO (kg) Total Weight 
(kg) # Fish

YS 0  0 0 0 0 0 0 0

SCH 99,950 9.8 82 349 403 0 100,784 6,093

LG SCH 13,171 32.6 40 511 543 0 14,265 451

SM MED 38,783 33.7 311 10,502 9,656 0 59,252 727

TROPHY NA NA 245 7,618 7,425 0 15,288 64

Subtotal 151,904 NA 678 18,980 18,027 0 189,589 7,335

% Total 80.1% NA 0.4% 10.0% 9.5% 0% 100.0% NA

* LPS estimates - yellow highlight indicates a PSE over 30, and red a PSE over 50
- Percent Standard Error (PSE) is a measure of precision. Larger PSE values indicate greater uncertainty in the estimate. PSEs apply to the 

count estimate that underlies the weight calculation.
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2024 LPS Bluefin Tuna Landings by Month
Number of Fish (PSE)

Size Class June July August September October Total

School 1,109
(30.5)

2,054
(21.0)

5,998
(13.2)

1,496
(23.5)

1,057
(32.8)

11,714
(9.3)

Large school 476
(32.1)

216
(41.6)

96
(46.2)

178
(44.1)

38
(71.4)

1,004
(20.0)

Small medium 318
(34.6)

398
(37.0)

591
(28.3)

909
(21.5)

309
(37.5)

2,525
(13.3)

Grand Total 1,903
(20.3)

2,668
(17.4)

6,760
(12.0)

2,583
(15.9)

1,404
(26.1)

15,318
(7.5)

* LPS estimates: Yellow highlight indicates a PSE > 30; red indicates a PSE > 50
- Percent Standard Errors (PSE) are a measure of precision. The higher an estimate PSE the more uncertainty in the point estimate.

* LPS data become available approximately 2 months after the survey month.
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2025 LPS Bluefin Tuna Landings by Month
Number of Fish (PSE)

Size Class June July August September October Total

School 593
(24.8)

4,282
(12.2)

1,092
(19.0)

0 0 5,967
(9.8)

Large school 0 394
(34.5)

27
(72.8)

0 0 421
(32.6)

Small medium 0 320
(41.1)

127
(58.3)

0 0 446
(33.7)

Grand Total 593
(24.8)

4,995
(11.2)

1,246
(17.8)

0 0 6,834
(9.0)

* LPS estimates: Yellow highlight indicates a PSE > 30; red indicates a PSE > 50
- Percent Standard Errors (PSE) are a measure of precision. The higher an estimate PSE the more uncertainty in the point estimate.

* LPS data become available approximately 2 months after the survey month.
* 2025 Closure of the Angling Category Fishery: August 12, 2025 11:30 p.m. (90 FR 38709)

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/12/2025-15303/atlantic-highly-migratory-species-atlantic-bluefin-tuna-fisheries-closure-of-the-angling-category
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2020-2025 LPS Bluefin Tuna 
Landings by Size/State 

Vertical lines delineate size class categories 
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Total LPS Catches at Size by Boat Mode
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Non-LPS Recreational Data Sources 

- Landings exclude trophy fish
- MD and NC Catch Card Programs have been discontinued as 

of 2025
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Angling Category Trophy Landings by Year
Retention limit: 1 large medium/giant (73”+) BFT/vessel/year

Gulf of Maine S. New England Southern Gulf of America

Year Quota MT No. of Fish % Quota 
Used Date Closed MT No. of Fish % Quota 

Used
Date 

Closed MT No. of Fish % Quota 
Used

Date 
Closed MT No. of Fish % Quota 

Used
Date 

Closed

2025 2.3 0.6 3 27 18-Sept 1.3 6 58 16-May 10.6 46 463 28-Feb 1.3 4 56 23-Apr

2024 2.3 2.7 13 117 31-Jul 5.9 34 256 2-May 4.6 25 200 9-Feb 2.8 10 120 5-May

2023 2.3 2.5 15 107 5-Aug 2.7 15 119 5-Jun 3.9 20 168 2-Feb 4.0 14 174 9-May
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