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GIANT MANTA RAY:

Status: Listed as
Threatened Under the
Endangered Species Act.

Size (wing span):
Average (1316 feet);
max (26 ft); at birth (~6 feet)

Life span: Up to 40 years

Range: Tropical and sub-
tropical waters, nearshore
and offshore.

Threats:

* Harvest for international
Asian medicine trade

« Fisheries bycatch

For more information contact:

Dr. Nick Farmer
Acting Giant Manta Ray
Recovery Coordinator -
Southeast
Nick.Farmer@noaa.gov
727-228-3855

Last Updated: March 9, 2026

Giant Manta Ray & other Mobulid Ray
Handling and Release Procedures

For Atlantic HMS Commercial and Recreational Vessels

The giant manta ray is protected under the U.S. Endangered Species Act.
They should not be targeted by fishermen and must be released in a manner
that will promote their survival after any interaction.

HMS-permitted fishing vessels are prohibited from retaining, landing, or
storing any species of mobulid ray [e.g., giant manta ray (Mobula birostris),
spinetail devil ray (M. mobular), Chilean devil ray (M. tarapacana), bentfin
devil ray (M. thurstoni), and lesser, or pygmy, devil ray (M. hypostoma)].

Follow these procedures to safely release mobulid rays:

» Release the mobulid ray unharmed, to the extent practicable, as soon as it is seen on the hook or
at the vessel.

Pelagic longline gear:

» Keep the mobulid ray in the water.

Do not gaff.

« Disentangle and release any hooked or entangled rays using dehookers, line clippers or cutters.

» When using a line clipper or cutter, cut the gangion so that less than 3 feet (91.4 cm) of line
remains attached to the hook

» When using a line clipper or cutter, cut the gangion so that, to the extent practicable, any line that is
wrapped around the animal is removed.

Follow these additional suggested procedures to safely release giant manta rays:

» Keep the manta ray in the water.

» Use the leader or net to maneuver / hold the manta ray at boat side.

Do not gaff, cut off the tail, lift, drag, or carry by cephalic lobes (“horns”), gills, or mouth.

» Allow water to flow over the gills by positioning the ray so the current flows into its mouth.

Hook and line release:

» Remove the hook using a dehooking device. If removing the hook would cause danger to yourself
or the ray, cut the hook or cut the leader close to the hook to minimize any trailing line.

Net release:

» Cut away netting using a knife or cutting tool. Remove and disentangle as much netting as
possible. Do not throw the netting remains overboard.

Report Discards to Applicable Logbook Program

Data Recording (provide the following information):
* Dateftime

* Release condition (alive, dead, injured)
 Photograph and video

* Size (estimate wingspan)

- GPS Coordinates Report Sightings:

Manta.Ray@noaa.gov
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