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DIVE INTO SPRING!
NOAA Celebrates
Seals and Sea Lions
This spring, NOAA held a week-long celebration of seals and other 
pinnipeds. Here are a few snapshots of NOAA's seal conservation efforts.

NOAA Conducts First Comprehensive Aerial Survey of Ice 
Seals in the Arctic. Scientists flew more than 24,000 miles over sea 
ice to study the abundance and distribution of seals in the Bering, 
Chukchi, and Beaufort seas. This was the first time the seals’ entire 
geographic range in U.S. waters was surveyed in one season. Read more.

Aerial image of three 
spotted seals, collected 
during the 2025 aerial 
surveys. A pup is just visible 
in the darker band of ice to 
the lower left of one of the 
adult seals–see inset. 
Breathing holes in the ice 
are typically used by ringed 
seals, but spotted seals will 
use them occasionally as 
depicted here, with tracks 
showing the seals’ 
movement between holes. 
Credit: NOAA Fisheries 
(Permit #23858)

Feature Story continued on page 2.

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/noaa-conducts-first-comprehensive-aerial-survey-ice-seals-arctic
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Feature Story Snapshots Continued

New Studies Will Improve Abundance 
Estimates for Ice Seals in Alaska
New research on haul-out behavior helps to more 
accurately estimate the number of ice seals in the 
Arctic, and improve our efforts to conserve and 
monitor their populations. Read more.

An adult female 
ribbon seal looks 
around among ice 
floes in the Bering 
Sea. Animals are 
much harder to 
detect during aerial 
surveys when they 
are in the water. 
Credit: NOAA 
Fisheries (Permit 
#23858)

NOAA Fisheries 
releases 2024 Marine 
Mammal Stock 
Assessment Reports

The Alaska report covers 48 stocks 
of 23 marine mammal species that 
occur in Alaska waters. View the 
reports.

Read more about marine mammal 
stock assessments.

If you have any questions regarding 
the stock assessment reports, 
please contact Nancy Young 
(nancy.young@noaa.gov).

Protected Resources Division COMING 
SOON!

Reminder: Proposed rule for subsistence use of northern fur seals in Alaska 
In 2022 and 2023, the Aleut Community of St. Paul Island (ACSPI), Traditional Council of St. George 
Island (TCSGI), and the Aleut Marine Mammal Commission (AMMC) petitioned NOAA Fisheries to 
revise regulations governing the subsistence use of northern fur seals in Alaska (50 CFR 216.71-72). 
The purpose of this action is to respond to petitions 
from the AMMC, ACSPI, and TCSGI to further 
deregulate subsistence use of fur seals to improve 
traditional Unangan food security and subsistence 
opportunities. A Notice of Receipt of Petition for 
Rulemaking was published on November 9, 2023 (88 FR 
77245) soliciting public comment. We are preparing a 
proposed rule and public comment period for 
publication in the Federal Register later this year.

Northern fur seals in Alaska.
Credit: NOAA Fisheries

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/new-studies-will-improve-abundance-estimates-ice-seals-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/marine-mammal-stock-assessment-reports-region
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/marine-mammal-stock-assessments
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Aquaculture Program
Alaska Aquaculture Opportunity Areas (AOAs):
NOAA Fisheries published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on 
April 13, 2026, to prepare a Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) to evaluate alternatives for identifying AOAs in state 
waters within the Gulf of Alaska. The PEIS will evaluate the potential 
impacts of identifying one or more AOAs in state waters and of siting 
aquaculture facilities (seaweed, shellfish) in those locations. This 
notice started a 45-day public scoping process to gather public 
comments. Interested parties are invited to provide comments on 
preliminary alternatives, identify potential issues and concerns, and 
any reasonable additional alternatives.

We are proposing to analyze the impacts of two alternatives in 
the PEIS:

• Alternative 1: a no action alternative

• Alternative 2: identifying AOAs in one or more of the 77 AOA options  
described in the Atlas

If you’d like to dive into more information about the 77 AOA options, 
please check out the Alaska Atlas and Digital Atlas.

How to Submit Written Comments
You can submit written comments through May 28, 2026 through the following 
methods.

Electronic Submission:
Submit electronic comments via the federal e-rulemaking portal. Click on the 
“Comment” icon, complete the required fields, and enter or attach your comments.

Mail:
Submit written comments to:
Jon Kurland, Regional Administrator for Alaska Region NOAA Fisheries
Attn: Records Office
P.O. Box 21668
Juneau, AK 99802-1668.

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/04/13/2026-07063/notice-of-intent-to-prepare-a-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-identification-of
https://repository.library.noaa.gov/view/noaa/72440
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1d8da69b84c14d708309d5c80710cff1
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2023-0113-0058
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Alaska Fisheries Science Center
International Survey Counts Bowhead and Beluga Whales in the Beaufort Sea
Applied research collects data needed to ensure food security for Indigenous subsistence hunters in 
the United States and Canada.

In 2025, NOAA and the Alaska North Slope 
Borough successfully completed a survey to count 
bowhead and beluga whales in the U.S. and 
Canadian Beaufort Seas and Amundsen Gulf. This 
international, multi-agency, multi-species project 
was the result of 3 years of planning. It will directly 
contribute to continued food security of Iñupiat 
and Inuvialuit communities in villages of the 
Alaskan and Canadian Arctic. Western Arctic 
bowhead whales (also called Bering- Chukchi-
Beaufort Sea bowhead whales) and Beaufort Sea 
beluga whales are critical subsistence and cultural 
resources for Iñupiat and Inuvialuit communities 
Read more.

Bowhead whales photographed during the 2025 aerial survey over the Beaufort Sea. Credit: NOAA Fisheries & 
Cooperative Institute for Climate, Ocean, and Ecosystem Studies/Skyla Walcott.

Genetics Shines New Light on Cod Populations and Distributions in Alaska
A team of researchers from NOAA’s Alaska Fisheries Science Center, the University of Alaska-
Fairbanks, and Alaska BioMap, Inc., recently published the most comprehensive population genetic 
assessment of Pacific cod. Pacific cod is a commercially and ecologically important species in the 
North Pacific Ocean, and this study identified four distinct genetic stocks. This research provides 
critical, novel information for setting appropriate stock boundaries for Pacific cod. It shows that our 
management boundaries generally align with the genetic structure across this region. Read more.

Cod vs. Crab: It ’s Not Just Cod Abundance—
Size Influences Predation on Crab
A new study by NOAA Alaska Fisheries Science Center biologists 
illuminates predator-prey dynamics between Pacific cod and 
commercially important snow and Tanner crabs. Scientists 
examined diet data collected during surveys of the eastern 
Bering Sea together with spatial models. They discovered the 
single most important factor related to total crab consumption 
by Pacific cod is the overall abundance of the Pacific cod 
population. Read more.

Pacific cod in Alaska waters. Credit: NOAA Fisheries

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/bowhead-whale
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/beluga-whale
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/international-survey-counts-bowhead-and-beluga-whales-beaufort-sea
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/eva.70174
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/pacific-cod
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/genetics-shines-new-light-cod-populations-and-distributions-alaska
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/fog.70023
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/cod-vs-crab-its-not-just-cod-abundance-size-influences-predation-crab
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Alaska Marine 
Mammal Stranding 

Network
The NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region 
Marine Mammal Stranding 
Network was established to 
respond to dead or live marine 
mammals, including distressed, 
entangled, injured, or sick sea lions, 
seals, and whales across Alaska. 
Through collaborative efforts with 
our stranding partners, various 
government and local entities, 
Stranding Agreement partners, and 
dedicated volunteers, we gather 
critical information on these 
stranded animals. Implementing 
local reporting and response 
mechanisms, such as necropsies 
and sampling, significantly 
enhances our understanding of 
individual, population, and overall 
ocean health.

NOAA Fisheries 
Alaska Statewide 
24-hour Stranding 
Hotline: 
(877) 925-7773

Find An Animal? To report injured, 
entangled, or dead sea lions, seals 
or whales observed in the water or 
on the beach, please contact the 
NOAA Fisheries Stranding Hotline. 
Essential information to relay 
includes your name, phone 
number, the species, and the 
stranding location. Photographs 
from various angles are highly 
valuable. The Stranding Team will 
return your call for additional 
information required. Please do not 
move or touch the animal.

Training & Education
Opportunities

These organizations offer training, education, and 
scholarship opportunities in Alaska.

Scaled Seafood: Business Planning Workshop—
Cordova District Fishermen United Office
Thursday, May 14, 5–8 p.m. 
Friday May 15, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Learn more and register.

2026 Arctic Research Open House—
University of Fairbanks Troth Yeddha’ Campus 
on West Ridge
Thursday, May 14, 4-7 p.m. 
Attendance is free. Learn more and register.

Alaska Marine Policy Forums—
May and July 2026
May 20, 1–2 p.m., register.
July 15, 1–2 p. m., register.

Credit: Sea Grant

Credit: Sea Grant

Credit: Sea Grant

education@alaskasealife.org or 
info@alaskaakcoastalstudies.org

(907) 224-6300 or (907) 235-6667

Alaskan Coastal Studies 
is excited to offer full 
and half scholarships 
for youth to participate 
in their spring, summer, 
and fall camps.

• Learn more about these 
scholarship 
opportunities.

https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/scaled-seafood-business-planning-workshop-cordova/
https://www.uaf.edu/research/index.php?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D1384794781
https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/alaska-marine-policy-forum-may-2026/
https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/alaska-marine-policy-forum-july-2026/
mailto:education@alaskasealife.org
mailto:info@alaskaakcoastalstudies.org
https://akcoastalstudies.org/scholarships
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May 2026 – Upcoming Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5
National Day 
for Missing & 
Murdered 
Indigenous 
Peoples

6 7 8  8 a.m. 
June NPFMC 
meeting public 
comment period 
opens
8:30 a.m. –
5:00 p.m. 
Ecosystem 
Committee 
Meeting

9

10 11
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan Team 
Meeting

12
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan Team 
Meeting

13
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan Team 
Meeting

14
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan Team 
Meeting

15
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Bering Sea 
Aleutian Island 
Crab Plan Team 
Meeting

16

17 18
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Fishery 
Monitoring 
Advisory 
Committee

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28
9-10 a.m.
Pre-Council 
Virtual Tribal 
Engagement 
Session

29
Noon
June NPFMC 
meeting public 
comment period 
closes

30

31

How to Make Public Comments:
You can make comments for the June NPFMC meeting 
here by navigating to the action item and then selecting: 

Comments

May 5-8: 34th Lowell Wakefield Fisheries Symposium May 8-29: NPFMC
public commenting open

NPFMC public commenting open

NPFMC public commenting open

NPFMC public commenting open

See page 8 for 
details and 
upcoming 

council actions

Contact A 
Tribal 

Liaison

Amilee Wilson NOAA Fisheries Alaska Regional Office
Mobile: 907-723-7099
Email: amilee.wilson@noaa.gov

Kate Haapala North Pacific Fishery Management Council
Phone: 907-271-2809 
Email: kate.haapala@npfmc.org

Tribal Consultation Request Form NPFMC Contact Form 

https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3124
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Search/Search?ObjectType=&SearchText=Crab&SearchFields=MeetingDetails&SelectedMeetingGroups=42&MeetingDate=&MeetingStart=&MeetingEnd=
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Search/Search?ObjectType=&SearchText=Crab&SearchFields=MeetingDetails&SelectedMeetingGroups=42&MeetingDate=&MeetingStart=&MeetingEnd=
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Search/Search?ObjectType=&SearchText=Crab&SearchFields=MeetingDetails&SelectedMeetingGroups=42&MeetingDate=&MeetingStart=&MeetingEnd=
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Search/Search?ObjectType=&SearchText=Crab&SearchFields=MeetingDetails&SelectedMeetingGroups=42&MeetingDate=&MeetingStart=&MeetingEnd=
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Search/Search?ObjectType=&SearchText=Crab&SearchFields=MeetingDetails&SelectedMeetingGroups=42&MeetingDate=&MeetingStart=&MeetingEnd=
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5134
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://alaskaseagrant.org/events/wakefield-fisheries-symposium-2026/
mailto:amilee.wilson@noaa.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
mailto:kate.haapala@npfmc.org
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
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June 2026 – Upcoming Events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Vancouver 
in-person 
NPFMC 
meeting 

with virtual 
options

1
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting

2
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting
Advisory Panel 
Meeting

3
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Scientific & 
Statistical 
Meeting
Advisory 
Panel Meeting

4
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Advisory 
Panel Meeting
Council 
Meeting

5
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Advisory 
Panel Meeting
Council 
Meeting

6
8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Council 
Meeting

7
8 a.m.– 5p.m.
Council 
Meeting

8
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Council 
Meeting

9
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Council 
Meeting

10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

See page 8
for details on 

upcoming 
council 
actions

JUNE NPFMC MEETING QUICK LINKS:
COUNCIL
June 4–9
Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

AP
June 2-5 
Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

SSC
June 1-3
Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5132
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5132
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5132
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81451130091
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5131
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88671612019
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcphotosandyoutube5431/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcAP/streams
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/5132
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81528057277
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
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NOAA 
Fisheries 

would like to 
thank our 

Tribal 
partners for 

attending 
consultation, 
conducting 
review & 
providing 

tribal 
testimony for 
the February 
2026 Council 

meeting 
action on 

chum salmon 
bycatch: 
Quyana, 
Chin’an, 

Gunalchéesh.

U.S. Secretary of Commerce
Howard W. Lutnick
Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Oceans and Atmosphere and
NOAA Administrator
Neil Jacobs
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries
Eugenio Piñeiro Soler
Regional Administrator, 
Alaska Regional Office
Jon Kurland

May 2026

www.fisheries.noaa.gov

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

National Marine 
Fisheries Service
Alaska Regional Office
Juneau, AK 99801

NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region 
Virtual Tribal Engagement Session

Thursday, May 28, from 9-10 a.m.
• Meeting Link: meet.google.com/wzo-moyj-mcw
• Phone: (US)+1 731-599-7661 
• PIN: 577 155 943#

In this videoconference hosted via Google Meet, NOAA Fisheries staff will 
present a short summary of, and be available to answer questions about, the 
June North Pacific Fishery Management Council (NPFMC) meeting agenda 
items described below. 

Although the primary purpose of this meeting is to help prepare for 
engagement at the NPFMC meeting, this is also an opportunity to provide 
feedback and share information with the agency about any actions under 
consideration. If consultation is desired in addition to the above engagement 
session, please contact AKRO.SFD.tribal.team@noaa. gov or use our online 
tribal consultation request form.

June 2026 – Upcoming NPFMC Council Actions
The agenda items listed here for the June meeting may be subject to change:

1. Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Crab Acceptable Biological Catch/Overfishing 
Limits for Three Stocks - Plan Team Report

2. Gulf of Alaska Tanner Crab Protection Measures - Initial Review
3. Pelagic Trawl Gear Research Updates - Review and Consider Performance 

Standard if Appropriate
4. Groundfish Fishery Management Plan Objectives - Triennial Review 
5. NPFMC Climate Workplan including: a) Workplan Update, and b) 

Discussion Paper on Development of Alternative Harvest Control Rules.

More information on these and additional planned agenda items can be found 
on the June Council agenda at: https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-
council-meeting/.

Follow us:

NOAAFisheriesAK

@noaafisheriesalaska

NOAAFisheriesAK

Subscribe for NOAA 
email updates:

Click here to sign up and 
select options for types of 
information you receive.

http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://meet.google.com/wzo-moyj-mcw?hs=122&authuser=0
tel:+1-731-599-7661
about:blank
https://forms.gle/gtgeoHF6VarQmrtg8
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting/
http://facebook.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
http://facebook.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
https://www.instagram.com/noaafisheriesalaska/
http://twitter.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
http://twitter.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/subscriber/new
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