
 
NMFS No: E01-26 Date First Observed Entangled: 1/17/2026 

Location First Observed Entangled: 
1.2 NM east of Manomet, MA 

Latitude/Longitude First Observed 
Entangled: ​ 

41° 54.1’, -70° 30.9 
Initial Movement (Anchored/Free):  

Free-swimming 
Status: Partially disentangled - monitor 

Sighting prior to entanglement: 1/10/2026 Re-sightings Post-entanglement: None  
Whale Biology: Live North Atlantic right whale, 2025 calf of Monarch, juvenile, unknown 

gender 
NMFS Serious Injury/Mortality Determination: N/A 

 
Event Description: 

1/17/2026 
●​ Multiple reports were received by GARFO and CCS of a buoy trailing behind a 

swimming whale off Manomet, MA. CCS responded and attached a telemetry buoy 
despite less than ideal sea conditions. Two wraps were observed around the peduncle, 
and a bullet buoy was trailing approximately 30 feet behind the small whale. Overall, 
the whale’s body condition was good.  Identified as the 2025 calf of Monarch, the 
whale had been seen seven days prior in Cape Cod Bay. 

1/18/2026 
●​ Guided by the telemetry buoy, CCS responded, with assistance from the MA 

Environmental Police, resighted the whale off of Truro, MA. CCS tried to slow the 
whale to attempt disentanglement by adding a large buoy and sea anchor, the whale did 
not slow, and eventually the fishing buoy and some of the trailing gear separated from 
the rest of the entanglement, as did the telemetry buoy.  All other attempts at removing 
the remaining wraps were unsuccessful.  

4/16/2026 
●​ NEAq aerial survey resighted the animal off Nantucket Island.  Overall, the whale 

appeared healthy and had two loose wraps of rope around the fluke.  No response was 
possible. 

 
Description of Gear on Whale as Reported: 

During Initial Sighting: Bullet buoy trailed 
about 30 feet behind the flukes. At least two 
wraps around the peduncle were observed.   

Subsequent Descriptions:  
1/18/26 

●​ Two remaining wraps around the 
fluke were observed after some of the 
gear was removed. 

4/16/2026 
●​ Two wraps remained loosely wrapped 

around the fluke. 
 



 
Description of Wounds/Condition: 

During Initial Sighting: Overall health 
condition appeared good and no wounds were 
reported. 

Subsequent Descriptions: Minor abrasion 
wounds were noted around the tail area. 
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FISHERY INTERACTION GEAR ANALYSIS 

NMFS No. E01-26 Gear Recovered (y/n) Yes 
Date Set Unknown Date Lost Unknown 
Line Diameter ⅜” Gear Part Buoy, buoy 

line 
Fishery Mark 
Recovered/Documented 

Yes Fishery Mark Origin and 
Color 

Red 

Target Species Lobster Location of set Cape Cod Bay 
Gear Type Lobster trap - MA state waters 
List of Fishery MA mixed species trap/pot 
Gear Description: 28 feet of ⅜” vertical line was recovered with two sets of south 

shore sleeves (orange color with red tracer; 1700lbs weak 
contrivance). The 28 feet consisted of 15 feet of ⅜” sink rope 
spliced with an end splice to 13 feet of ⅜” poly float rope. The two 
sleeves were approximately 25 feet apart. One sleeve was intact and 
the other parted when additional drag (polyballs with telemetry 
buoy) was added by CCS. 
The recovered buoy was a 7”X15” foam bullet buoy, and was not 
attached to the vertical line when recovered.  

Comments: The fisherman was identified, and confirmed the gear was a single 
trap. His typical single trap sets consist of 90 feet of vertical line, 
with the top two-thirds being sink rope and the bottom third being 
float rope. All of his single sets have 1-2 weak contrivances in the 
vertical line. Most of his single sets are in roughly 65 feet of water, 
primarily on sand and some hard bottom. 

Conclusions: The whale was entangled in a single lobster trap from MA state 
waters of Cape Cod Bay. 

 



Gear Images 
 

 

 

E01-26 image 1 – All recovered gear 
 
 

 

E01-26 image 2 – Splice between float and sink rope 

 



 

E01-26 image 3 – Parted south shore sleeve 

 

 

E01-26 image 4 – Unparted south shore sleeve 
 


