NMFS No: E14-25 Date First Observed Entangled:

12/03/2025
Location First Observed Entangled: Latitude/Longitude First Observed
6.9 NM east of Jekyll Island, GA Entangled:
31°01.6°, -81° 16.7
Initial Movement (Anchored/Free): Status: Partially disentangled - deceased

Free-swimming

Sighting prior to entanglement: July 5, 2025 Re-sightings Post-entanglement: None

Whale Biology: Dead North Atlantic right whale, #5217 - “Division”, juvenile male

NMEFS Serious Injury/Mortality Determination: N/A

Event Description:

12/03/2025
e FWC aerial survey located the whale off Georgia and stood by while GA DNR
responded with an on-water disentanglement response team. The team removed and
recovered some trailing gear and attached a telemetry buoy at the bitter end. The whale
then moved to the north overnight.
12/04/2025
o FWC, GA DNR, CMARI all responded to the whale off Georgia. The on-water
response team added a significant amount of drag to slow the whale down,cut the rope
that was over the nostrils, and recovered the gear. Drag appeared to pull the new bitter
end into the mouth. The telemetry buoy was moved further forward and the team
removed and recovered some additional rope.
12/05/2025 - 1/22/2026
e The whale traveled up and down the U.S. East Coast and aerial surveys documented it
multiple times. No on-water response was possible. The entanglement configuration
did not change, but the whale’s overall health declined significantly.
1/27/2026
e The CMARI aerial survey located a heavily scavenged right whale head and flippers
with no body remaining with some rope exiting the mouth area off of North Carolina.
The carcass was identified as “Division.”




Description of Gear on Whale as Reported:

During Initial Sighting: The rope was fully
embedded on the rostrum and exited in two
places out of the right side of the mouth. One
of these rope sections went over the head and
was partially embedded in the nostrils and
then led to the leading part of the left flipper
where it was also partially embedded. The
other rope extended beyond the fluke about
five body lengths.

Subsequent Descriptions:
12/04/2025
e The embedded rope on the rostrum
remained and exited out of the left
side of the mouth.
1/27/2026
e Rope was visible exiting out of the
mouth.

Description of Wounds/Condition:

During Initial Sighting: Completely
embedded rope in the rostrum, partially
embedded rope on the nostrils and partially
embedded on the leading edge of the left
flipper. Overall, health was poor, with bad
skin condition and parasites on the head.

Subsequent Descriptions:
12/04/2025 - 1/22/2026
e Overall health continued to decline.
1/27/2026
e (Carcass was severely scavenged by
sharks, with only the head and flippers
remaining.




NMFS No: E14-25

Date First Observed Entangled:
12/03/2025

Whale Biology: Dead North Atlantic right
whale, #5217 - “Division,” juvenile male

NMEFS Serious Injury/Mortality
Determination: N/A

FISHERY INTERACTION GEAR ANALYSIS

NMEFS No. E14-25 Gear Recovered (y/n) Yes

Date Set Unknown Date Lost Unknown

Line Diameter 7, Gear Part Buoy, buoy
line

Fishery Mark Yes - Orange and Fishery Mark Origin and Canadian

Recovered/Documented | yellow Color snow crab -
Area 12

Target Species Snow Crab Location of set Unknown

Gear Type Canadian snow crab trap

List of Fishery N/A

Gear Description:

A total of 302 feet of % diameter rope was recovered, with 164 feet
being float rope (green with yellow tracer) and 138 feet being sink
rope (green with black tracer) with a beaded lead core. Just under 8
feet of 3" float rope was recovered with a 5-inch hard plastic buoy
with faded numbering.

The gear was removed in three sections over the course of two days.

e The first section was removed from the trailing line that
went down the right side of the body on December 3, and
contained 95 feet of 7" float rope and one orange and
yellow identification mark.

e The second section was removed on December 4 from the
rope that went over the nostrils and trailed down the left side
of the body; it contained 138 feet of 75" sink rope with a loop
at the end and attached to the ~8 feet of 34" float rope and
5-inch hard plastic buoy. The %” piece had another orange
and yellow identification mark.

e The third section, also removed on December 4, was taken
from the same area as the first section, and was 69 feet of %&”
float rope.

Comments:

Conclusions:

Canadian DFO analysis of recovered gear.

The whale was entangled in the buoy line from a Canadian snow
crab trap originating from Area 12.



https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/publications/species-especes/mammals-mammiferes/eg5217/index-eng.html

Gear Images

E14-25 image 1 — All recovered gear. Photo courtesy of Ed Trippel, DFO




E14-25 image 2 — First section removed on December 3 of 3&” float rope with close-up of
orange and yellow mark. Photo courtesy of GA DNR.
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E14-25 image 3 — Second section removed on December 4 of 75" sink rope with close-up of
orange and yellow mark. Photo courtesy of GA DNR.
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Third section removed on December 4 of 3&” float rope with close-up of

orange and yellow mark. Photo courtesy of GA DNR.

E14-25 image 4




