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AHgaacig Tnibal Government
200 Paukan Avenue
P.O. Box 48
St. Mary’s, Alaska 99658
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algaacig@vahoo.com

May 20, 2026

Howard Lutnick, Secretary
U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave NW
Washington, DC 20230
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RE:  Federal Fishery Disaster Declaration

Secretary Lutnick:

My name is Sven Paukan, I am the Tribal Administrator for the Algaaciq Native Village. a
federally recognized tribe here in St. Mary’s, located on the Lower Yukon River and in the
Kuzilvak Census District. Since time immemorial our community has relied on the salmon
returns during the spring, summer and fall to nourish us and allowed us to perform our cultural
and traditional practices through subsistence fishing. as well as provide an economic boost
through commercial fishing.

Please understand that the Kuzilvak area is one of the poorest regions in the country with the
highest cost of living, and that the subsistence and commercial fishing activities are intimately
intertwined. The commercial fishing economy directly supported and enhanced our subsistence
economy. Subsistence activities include the hunting and gathering of our Native foods as well as
purchasing the necessary tools and supplies to carry out these subsistence activities. These
subsistence activities help our people defray the high cost of living we experience here, such as
food/nutrition, heating and utility costs and energy and transportation costs. Currently a gallon
of gasoline and home heating fuel is over $9.00. a loaf of bread is $6.00 or more, a pound of
butter is over $10.00, and because the only way to travel into and out of St. Mary’s is through air
travel, a round trip ticket to Anchorage is now over $1,000.00.

With the increasingly poor salmon returns and the progressively stringent restrictions on both
commercial and subsistence activies put on us from the managers of the Alaska Department of
Fish & Game (ADFG) and the US Federal Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), and most recently
with the ADFG Commissioner Douglas Vincent-Lang’s agreement with Canada’s Department of
Fisheries and Oceans Yukon Territory Area Director Steven Gotch of a seven (7) year
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moratorium on Chinook and chum salmon fishing on the Yukon River, our communities are now
facing existential nutritional, cultural and economic disasters.

Attached is Algaaciq Tribal Resolution 26-07 passed and approved on May 12, 2026 by the
Algaaciq Tribal Council. This resolution declares a fishery disaster for the years of 2023, 2024
and 2025. I’ve forward this resolution to both Alaska’s Governor Mike Dunleavy, as well as the
CEO of the Association of Village Council Presidents, Inc., Vivian Korthuis, the regional tribal
non-profit consortium for their notification and support.

The Algaaciq Tribal Council respectfully asks the US Department of Commerce to consider our
request for a fishery disaster for 2023, 2024 and 2025 and provide economic assistance to our

commercial fishermen for these years that we were denied the opportunity to commercial fish.

On Behalf of the Algaaciq Tribal Council,

e

Sven Paukan
Tribal Administrator

Encl: Algaaciq Resolution 26-07 fishery disaster declaration

Cc: Algaaciq Tribal Council
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RESOLUTION 26-07

SALMON FISHERIES DISASTER DECLARATION FOR
CHINOOK, SUMMER CHUM AND FALL CHUM FOR
THE SUMMERS OF 2023, 2024 AND 2025

WHEREAS, the Algaaciq Tribal Council is the tribally elected governing body of the Algaaciq Native
Village, a federally recognized tribe, and;

WHEREAS, through this resolution the Algaaciq Tribal Council exercises our Tribal Sovereignty and
deem this resolution to be in the best interests of our tribal members, and;

WHEREAS, the members of the Algaaciq Tribe have relied on the salmon returns in the spring, summer
and fall of each year for cultural, traditional and nutritional reasons, both as subsistence foods and
commercial uses, and;

WHEREAS, these important subsistence resources have sustained our people since time immemorial,
providing up to fifty percent (50%) or more of our annual nutritional intake, and;

WHEREAS, this loss of a very important cultural food resource has increased the use of non-traditional
store bought foods many of which are highly processed carbohydrates and sugars and are high in sodium
and other non-beneficial ingredients, and;

WHEREAS, this change in traditional diets have shown to greatly decrease the health and welfare of our
peoples, including increased rates of heart-disease, diabetes, cancer and other maiadies, and;

WHEREAS, every spring extended families would travel to their summer fish camps to catch and put
away this important food resource and return in the fall to St. Mary’s thereby continuing our cultural and
traditional practices, and;

WHEREAS, with the decline in the salmon returns beginning in the late 1980’s, and increasingly smaller
number of returning salmon each year, both state and federal fishery managers have placed increasingly
restrictive measures to limit both commercial and subsistence fishing activities, and;

WHEREAS, these increasingly stringent limits, including the recent seven (7) year moratorium on
Chinook fishing signed by Mr. Douglas Vincent-Lang, the Commissioner of the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game, in 2024 has severely curtailed our traditional and cultural practice of families traveling to
their summer fish camps every summer, thus constraining the passing on of traditional knowledge to our
younger generations.




NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The Algaaciq Tribal Council hereby declares a
fishery subsistence disaster for the 2023, 2024 and 2025 summer fisheries season for Chinook,
summer chum and fall chum species on the Lower Yukon.

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Algaaciq Tribal Council directs the State of Alaska and Governor
Mike Dunleavy to request a fishery disaster declaration from the Secretary of State and to request
disaster assistance for Yukon River area fisherman under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act and the Interjurisdictional Fisheries Act.

CERTIFICATION

PASSED AND APPROVED BY A DULY CONSTITUTED QUORUM OF THE ALGAACIQ
TRIBAL COUNCIL ON THIS _12th DAY OF __MAY, 2026 __ IN SAINT MARY’S, ALASKA,
BY A VOTE OF _S_IN FAVOR, _& OPPOSING AND_¢_ ABSTAINING.

; Attested By: )

Francis ThompsonPresident Marvella Sipary, Secretary




