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May 1, 2026 

 

Mr. Pete Hassemer, Chair 

Pacific Fishery Management Council  

7700 NE Ambassador Place  

Portland, OR 97220 

 

Dear Mr. Hassemer: 

 

By this letter, I am approving Amendment 37 to the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 

Management Plan (Groundfish FMP). As you know, Amendment 37 will define stocks that are 

in need of conservation and management in the exclusive economic zone, consistent with the 

provisions and guidelines of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. 

Amendment 37 will define stocks for 27 species within the fishery management unit. This 

Groundfish FMP amendment is necessary for NMFS to make stock status determinations, which 

in turn will help prevent overfishing, rebuild overfished stocks, and achieve optimum yield. 

There are no implementing regulations associated with Amendment 37.  

 

The Notice of Availability (NOA) for Amendment 37 was published in the Federal Register on 

February 5, 2026 (91 FR 5245) with a 60-day comment period that ended on April 6, 2026. 

NMFS received three public comment submissions on the NOA, none of which are relevant to 

this action. 

 

Development of this action required engagement from the Council, its advisory bodies, and its 

staff. We appreciate the efforts of all parties in moving this action toward implementation.  

 

 

       Sincerely,  

 

 

 

       Jennifer Quan 

       Regional Administrator 

 

 

cc:  Merrick Burden, Executive Director, Pacific Fishery Management Council  
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