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PACIFIC COAST GROUNDFISH FISHERY

Cordell Bank Groundfish Conservation Area

Compliance Guide

This final rule (91 FR 37341) removes the Cordell Bank
Groundfish Conservation Area (GCA) off central California
and implements regulations that establish the new Cordell
Bank Groundfish Exclusion Area (GEA) over part of the
original GCA footprint. This opensanet area of 10.2 square
miles to groundfish trawl gear and 40.1 square miles to
groundfish non-trawl commercial and recreational gear.
Figures 1 through 4 on the following pages depict these
areas.

Regulations contained in this rule are effective June 23,
2026. The final rule, proposed rule, comments and
supporting documents can be found on our website. A map
ofthe new Cordell Bank GEA can be downloaded from our
Maps and GIS Data website.

For Information Contact:
Lynn Massey, Fishery Management Specialist
(858) 334-2851, lynn.massey@noaa.gov

Groundfish Branch (206) 526-6140
Fisheries Permit Office (206) 526-4353
West Coast Groundfish Declaration Line (888-585-5518)

This document serves as a Small Entity Compliance Guide, complying with
section 212 of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996.
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Background

The first iteration of the Cordell Bank GCA was implemented as a
recreational groundfish closure in 2004 to protect groundfish species that
had been declared overfished in preceding years, namely widow, bocaccio,
canary, and yelloweye rockfishes and lingcod (69 FR 11063, March 9,
2004). Later regulations subsequently closed the Cordell Bank GCA to
commercial trawl and non-trawl gears; the only exceptions were commercial
fishing for the “Other flatfish” complex and recreational fishing for the
“Other flatfish” complex, petrale sole, and starry flounder.

The Cordell Bank GCA has historically overlapped with four other
closures: 1) the Trawl Rockfish Conservation Area (RCA), which prohibits
commercial groundfish fishing with trawl gear; 2) the Non-Trawl RCA,
which prohibits commercial groundfish fishing with most types of non-trawl
gear; 3) the Cordell Bank Biogenic Essential Fish Habitat Conservation
Area (EFHCA), which prohibits fishing with bottom trawl gear (except for
demersal seine) by all fisheries; and 4) the Cordell Bank (50-fm isobath)
EFHCA, which prohibits fishing with bottom contact gear by all fisheries.
Each closure has different regulations that prohibit different fisheries from
operating and different gear types from being used, consequently creating
confusion among fishermen and challenges for enforcement officers. The
Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) and National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) addressed the overlap issues with the Trawl RCA
via Amendment 28, which removed the Trawl RCA off the coasts of Oregon
and California (84 FR 63966, November 19, 2019). The Council and NMFS
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addressed the overlap issues between the Cordell Bank GCA and the Non-
Trawl RCA by adjusting select coordinates on the 75 fathom (fm) depth
contour to align with the eastern boundary of the Cordell Bank GCA (see
Agenda Item F.4.a, CDFW Report 1, March 2023 at pcouncil.org). Despite
these efforts, challenges with other existing overlapping closures (i.e., the
EFHCAs) persisted.

With the rebuilt status of almost all groundfish species originally
declared overfished in the early 2000s, the Council has been gradually
removing or downsizing groundfish fishery closures. Given the current state
of groundfish stocks and the consistent challenges associated with
regulatory complexity, at their March 2025 meeting, the Council
recommended that NMFS open the Cordell Bank GCA and implement the
new Cordell Bank GEA. The purpose of this action is to:

1. Remove a GCA that is no longer needed, as almost all groundfish
species that it was originally enacted to protect are rebuilt;

2. Reduce regulatory complexity in the Cordell Bank area, as two other
overlapping closures (i.e., two EFHCASs) and one bordering closure

(i.e., the Non-Trawl RCA) exist in the area with varying regulations,

which creates confusion among fishermen and consequent

enforcement challenges; and
3. Protect sensitive rocky reef habitat in the Cordell Bank area that would

be exposed from opening the GCA to groundfish fishing.
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Figure 1: Former Cordell Bank Groundfish Conservation Area

Opened as of June 23, 2026 (vellow area)
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Image credit: California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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Figure 2: Cordell Bank Groundfish Exclusion Area
Closed as of June 23, 2026 (pink area)
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The new Cordell Bank GEA (shaded in pink) prohibits all groundfish fishing. A
map of this closed area can be downloaded from our Groundfish Conservation
Areas - Maps and GIS Data webpage. Coordinates are listed in the Federal
Regulations at 50 CFR 660.70(t)(10); the coordinates are the exact same as for the
Cordell Bank (50 fm isobath) EFHCA. Vessels retaining groundfish or with
groundfish aboard may continuously transit through the GEA so long as all gear is
stowed (commercial) or not deployed (recreational). Vessels fishing for non-
groundfish species may not retain or have groundfish on board in the GEA.
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Figure 3: Area opened to groundfish trawl gear

Approximately 10.2 square miles is newly opened to groundfish trawl
gear (outlined in magenta).
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Figure 4: Area opened to groundfish non-trawl gear

Approximately 40.1 square miles is newly opened to groundfish non-
trawl gear (outlined in green).
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Figure 5: Area closed to fishing with groundfish non-bottom contact
hook-and-line gear

Approximately 2.5 square miles that was prior open to fishing with non-
bottom contact hook-and-line gear is closed June 23, 2026 (outlined in

yellow).
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