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PROTECTED SPECIES CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS, 
NOAA FISHERIES SOUTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE 

 
The action agency and any permittee shall comply with the following construction conditions for 
protected species under the jurisdiction of NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office (SERO) 
Protected Resources Division (PRD). [NOTE: Manatees are managed under the jurisdiction of 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.] 
 
Protected Species Sightings – The action agency and any permittee shall ensure that all 
personnel associated with the project are instructed about the potential presence of species 
protected under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA). All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for 
the presence of protected species. All personnel shall be advised that there are civil and criminal 
penalties for harming, harassing, or killing listed species and all marine mammals. To determine 
which protected species and critical habitat may be found in the transit area, please review the 
relevant marine mammal and ESA-listed species at Find A Species 
(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/find-species) and the consultation documents that have been 
completed for the project. 

1. Equipment – Turbidity curtains, if used, shall be made of material in which protected 
species cannot become entangled and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species 
entrapment. All turbidity curtains and other in-water equipment shall be properly secured 
with materials that reduce the risk of protected species entanglement and entrapment. 

a. In-water lines (rope, chain, and cable, including the lines to secure turbidity 
curtains) shall be stiff, taut, and non-looping. Examples of such lines are heavy 
metal chains or heavy cables that do not readily loop and tangle. Flexible in-water 
lines, such as nylon rope or any lines that could loop or tangle, shall be enclosed 
in a plastic or rubber sleeve/tube to add rigidity and prevent the line from looping 
and tangling. In all instances, no excess line shall be allowed in the water. All 
anchoring shall be in areas free from hardbottom and seagrass. 

b. Turbidity curtains and other in-water equipment shall be placed in a manner that 
does not entrap protected species within the project area and minimizes the extent 
and duration of their exclusion from the project area. 

c. Turbidity barriers shall be positioned in a way that minimizes the extent and 
duration of protected species exclusion from important habitat (e.g. critical 
habitat, hardbottom, seagrass) in the project area. 

2. Operations – For construction work that is generally stationary (e.g., barge-mounted 
equipment dredging a berth or section of river, or shore-based equipment extending into 
the water): 

a. Operations of moving equipment shall cease if a protected species is observed 
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within 150 feet of operations. 

b. Activities shall not resume until the protected species has departed the project 
area of its own volition (e.g., species was observed departing or 20 minutes have 
passed since the animal was last seen in the area). 

3. Vessels – For projects requiring vessels, the action agency, and any permittee shall 
ensure conditions in the Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures are implemented as part of 
the project/permit issuance 
(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/consultations/regulations-policies-and-
guidance). 

4. Consultation Reporting Requirements – Any interaction with a protected species shall be 
reported immediately to NOAA Fisheries SERO PRD and the local authorized 
stranding/rescue organization. 

 
To report to NOAA Fisheries SERO PRD, send an email to 
takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov. Please include the species involved, the circumstances of 
the interaction, the fate and disposition of the species involved, photos (if available), and 
contact information for the person who can provide additional details if requested. 
Please include the project’s Environmental Consultation Organizer (ECO) number and 
project title in the subject line of email reports. 
 
To report the interaction to the local stranding/rescue organization, please see the 
following website for the most up to date information for reporting sick, injured, or dead 
protected species: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/report  
 
Reporting Violations – To report an ESA or MMPA violation, call the NOAA Fisheries 
Enforcement Hotline. This hotline is available 24 hours a day, 7 days week for anyone 
in the United States. 
 
NOAA Fisheries Enforcement Hotline: (800) 853-1964 

5. Additional Conditions – Any special construction conditions, required of your specific 
project, outside these general conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the project 
consultation and must also be complied with. 

 
For additional information, please contact NOAA Fisheries SERO PRD at: 
NOAA Fisheries Service 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701 
Visit us on the web at Protected Marine Life in the Southeast 
(https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/region/southeast#protected-marine-life) 
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