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Executive Director
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Dear Ms. Evans:

Thank you for the North Pacific Fishery Management Council’s (Council) work regarding Executive
Order 14276, Restoring American Seafood Competitiveness, including your detailed action plan outlining
priorities, and your extensive stakeholder engagement. I deeply appreciate the Council’s partnership and
the thorough analysis provided by the Council members, your expert staff and industry advisors. The
volume of input from fishery participants and coastal communities received in public comments
highlights the urgency of our shared mission. In particular, I want to acknowledge and commend the
Council for already integrating several of these priority actions directly into your current action plans. To
fulfill the EO’s mandate to reduce burdens on domestic fishing, increase production, stabilize markets,
improve access, and enhance economic profitability, I request the Council maintain momentum on these
key issues and focus on the following priorities during upcoming prioritization and action planning
processes:

e Review Steller Sea Lion (SSL) Closure Boundaries: Legacy closures continue to restrict access
to highly productive grounds, despite rebounding SSL populations in certain areas. I request the
Council initiate a review of current SSL closure boundaries and consider drafting a proposed
framework utilizing the best available science to modify and shrink closures where appropriate to
safely improve access to fishing grounds and increase domestic production.

e Eliminate 2 Percent Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) Deduction for Bled Sablefish:
Fishermen are currently penalized with a 2-percent quota deduction for bleeding fish to improve
meat quality, which disincentivizes best practices. [ understand the Council has already initiated
an action to address this. I request the Council continue to work with NOAA’s National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to address this concern and allow fishermen to increase the market
value and profitability of this fishery.

And we appreciate you finalizing recommendations on:

e Expedite Small Sablefish Voluntary Release Regulations: Fixed gear catcher vessels are
incurring tangible economic losses from being required to handle, ice, and deliver low-value
juvenile sablefish. I ask the Council to work closely with NMFS to implement the Council’s
recommendations (passed in 2025) to allow fixed gear catcher vessels to voluntarily release
sablefish under 22 inches. I will be directing NMFS to prioritize this rulemaking.

e Modify Maximum Retaintable Amount (MRA) Calculations: Complex MRA rules cause
regulatory discards and compliance risks during bad weather events, and in medical or
mechanical issue situations. I appreciate the Council finalizing recommendations to revise these
regulations to reduce regulatory discards and improve compliance flexibility. NMFS will work to
complete the associated rulemaking to support the Council’s recommendations.

Strategic EOQ 14276 Mandates for Council Consideration:
To further optimize regional management, I urge the Council to systematically assess current Fishery
Management Plans (FMPs) and consider removing species that no longer require conservation and




management. Where species are not in need of conservation and management but including them in the
FMP would help achieve ecosystem management objectives, I encourage the Council to consider
redesignating them as Ecosystem Component (EC) species. Finally, as stated in the Seafood EO, I
strongly encourage the Council to collaborate with NMFS on the expanded and continued use of
Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs) as agile management tools to test gear innovations, enhance value-
added quality, and safely increase domestic production.

In some instances, the actions identified above may implicate other statutory requirements. Where that
applies, NMFS will work with the Council to determine how best to advance an action. Complementing
your efforts, NMFS is executing several internal, high-priority actions. We are launching a targeted public
relations and communications campaign to reinforce public confidence in the science-based Council
system. We are also conducting a "Gold Standard" science review of Ringed and Bearded seal critical
habitat, executing science-based salmon run habitat restoration, working with Office of Law Enforcement
(OLE) to foster a collaborative compliance culture, and actively working to streamline and reduce the
financial burden of observer and cost recovery programs.

I look forward to achieving these critical milestones together.
Sincerely,

z

Eugenio Pifieiro Soler
Assistant Administrator
for Fisheries



