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Petrogas Pacific LLC​
1300, 707 5th St  SW ​

Calgary, Alberta T2P 1V8 
 

 
 
 
May 15, 2026 
 
 
Benjamin Laws, Deputy Chief 
Permits and Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NOAA Fisheries | U.S. Department of Commerce 
 
 
Subject:  Request for Renewal of Incidental Harassment Authorization for Petrogas Pacific Pier 
Maintenance (Federal Register Published Document: 2024-20392 (RTID 0648-XE196)) 
 
Dear NOAA Representative, 
 
Per Condition 8 of the Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA), FR Doc. 2024-20392, Petrogas Pacific, 
LLC is requesting renewal of the IHA to finish the scope of planned activities.  The work planned is nearly 
identical to the activities analyzed for this IHA and the same rigorous monitoring plans will be 
implemented during vibratory pile removal to minimize impacts to marine mammals in the project area.  
There are 69 timber piles left to remove from the original scope and additional 8 temporary steel piles to 
remove, used for safe demolition of the old NMD pile cap.  The original plan included 10 days for pile 
removal.  The facility is requesting  two additional days for removing the temporary steel piles.  These 8 
steel piles are estimated to need a total combined vibratory removal time of 40 minutes or less to lift 
them from the substrate and place them on the barge, still well within the original hydroacoustic 
estimations of total vibratory hammer time. Please note that the temporary piles are 30-inch steel piles, 
consistent with the steel pile size all calculations were based on for the project.   The facility is requesting 
no additional take for the 8 steel temporary piles but will implement the IHA monitoring plan and record 
any take during removal of these piles for the protection of marine mammals in the area. 
 
Take Calculations and Requested Take for 2026 IHA Renewal 
There are an estimated 12 days of vibratory pile driving work left to complete for this project.  Level A 
calculated take based on 10 days of pile driving yields no calculated take.  The facility has also not 
requesting any Level A take for this project and have designed the monitoring plan to minimize 
 the possibility of any level A take.  
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Table 1.  Level A Calculated Take for 10 days of Pile Driving 

Species 
Level A Calculated 
Take Rounding 

Humpback Whale 0.000 0 

SRKW 0.000 0 

KW Transient 0.000 0 

Harbor Porpoise 0.007 0 

Steller Sea Lion 0.000 0 

Cali Sea Lion 0.000 0 

harbor Seal 0.002 0 

 
Table 2 shows the calculated and requested take for Level B harassment for the remaining estimated 12 
days of pile driving.  The requested level B harassment is based on the original plan of 10 days of pile 
removal. 
 
Table 2.  Level B Calculated Take for 10 days of Pile Removal 

Species 
Level B 
Calculated Take Rounding 

Percent of Stock / 
DPS Original Calcs 

Proposed 
Adjustments 
Level B 

Percentage of Stock 
with Proposed 
Adjustments Level B 

Humpback Whale 1.7 2 0.04% 0 0.00% 

SRKW 4.9 5 6.85% 0 0.00% 

KW Transient 1.9 2 0.82% 0 0.00% 

Harbor Porpoise 1350.9 1351 12.03% 1351 12.03% 

Steller Sea Lion* 1.7 2 0.00% 10 0.02% 

Cali Sea Lion* 11.2 11 0.00% 30 0.01% 

harbor Seal 475.3 475 4.30% 475 4.30% 

   
Total Requested 
Take 

1866 
 

*At Seattle’s Pier 63 there were a maximum of 3 CLSs and 1 SSL taken per day over 17 in-water work days 
between Oct 12 and Nov 30, 2022. Assuming the same maximum takes for these species over the proposed 10 
days of in-water work would result in 51 proposed takes of CSLs and 10 proposed takes of SSL by Level B 
harassment. Calculated takes were 11 CSLs and 2 SSLs but Petrogas felt like these numbers were too low given 
the close proximity of the Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve and the likelihood that large numbers of prey species 
can be found there. 
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2025 IHA Pile Driving Monitoring Results Summary  (From the report submitted December 9, 2025)  
Marine mammal monitors were onsite for 10 days during the installation of the replacement north 
mooring dolphin at the Petrogas Pier.  No pile removal work was done this season due to first needing to 
complete removal of the old cement dolphin cap.  Impact pile driving occurred for 7 of the 10 days and 
vibratory pile driving occurred for all 10 of the days. Work was stopped one day (September 14th) for 
roughly 1.5 hours due to poor visibility for monitoring.  Total active pile driving time was 399 minutes 
including both vibratory and impact pile driving.  Vibratory pile installation took a total of 106 minutes 
over the 10 days (including installation of the 8 temporary steel piles), well under the estimated total 
time of 210 minutes for pile installation.  Total impact pile driving time was 293 minutes over the 7 days, 
also within the estimated impact pile driving time of 472.5 minutes.   
There were a total of 64 marine mammals observed during the 10 days of monitoring. Observations 
included 41 harbor porpoises, 22 harbor seals, and 1 sea lion (See Appendix 1; Table A1 of the 2025 IHA 
Report). Of these observations, 16 were documented as level B take and none were documented as level 
A take. Of the 16 level B takes observed, 9 were harbor seals, and 7 were harbor porpoise (Table A2). The 
one sea lion observed was 100m from the work area on August 3rd but there was no concurrent work 
activity and no subsequent sighting. There were no ESA-listed species observed at any point during 
monitoring and no take of ESA-listed species. 
 
Table 3. Total and Authorized Take by Level A and Level B Harassment Zones for marine mammals 
observed during monitoring.  

Species Authorized Level 
A Take 

Total Level A Take Authorized Level B 
Take 

Total Level B Take 

Harbor porpoise 0 0 1738 7 

Harbor Seal 0 0 611 9 

 
The complete 2025 IHA Monitoring Report for this project is attached for your ease of reference.  
 
Conclusions 
The 2025 monitoring results demonstrated that there was limited presence of marine mammals at the 
time of the pile driving activities at the Petrogas Pier.  This limited presence resulted in fewer impacts on 
marine mammals than anticipated, based on the current estimation methodology and authorized 
calculated take, even with two additional days taken to set temporary piles.  As seen by comparing 
authorized take to total level B take in Table 3 above, assuming similar marine mammal presence in 
2026, totalized level B take for both years will likely only be a fraction of the authorized level B take.  The 
monitoring team expects similar results for the coming year’s in-water work and expects the monitoring 
plan and protective measures to again be effective in minimizing impacts to marine mammals in the 
project area.  As mentioned before, the facility expects to need two additional days of vibratory pile 
removal to take out the temporary steel piles needed for safe and environmentally compliant removal of 
the old north mooring dolphin cap.  As mentioned in the summary above, this removal should not take 
significant additional time (40 minutes) and the hydroacoustic impacts will still be well within the original 
calculated project parameters in terms of pile hammer time and cumulative sound pressure.   
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Please feel free to contact Chase Carter, at Envoy Environmental Consulting via email at 
Chase@EnvoyEC.com or by phone at 360.303.3601 with any questions or additional needs regarding this 
project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Christopher Thompson 
Operations Project Coordinator 
ALA Energy, Ferndale WA, USA 

chris.thompson@altagas.ca 
360.325.9339 
 
 
Enclosures: 
 

●​ Marine Mammal Monitoring Report for Petrogas Ferndale Pier Maintenance.  Prepared by 
Swiftwater Marine Services,  November 28, 2025. 

●​ Petrogas 2026 IHA Renewal Take Authorization Calculations Spreadsheet 
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